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1. Introduction 

Time and place of the workshop: 

The workshop was held on Thursday 7th March 2013 at conference facilities in the Bloomfield 

House Hotel, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland. The workshop comprised morning seminars 

and discussion and Q & A over lunchtime. 

Target Group: 

The target group included representatives of key local / national agencies, local authorities, rural 

development agencies and partnerships, farming associations, media, commercial 

organisations, farmers, foresters, biomass suppliers, technology providers, energy companies. 

 

 

2. Implementation of the Workshop 

The workshop was organised by the Irish partners, Westmeath Community Development Ltd. 

A comprehensive marketing campaign was undertaken with all companies, entities and 

institutions from the stakeholder’s database of the target region invited to the workshop, 

including attendees of first and second workshop and specific circulation across local authorities 

and rural development partnership.  The event was advertised in the local newspaper 

Westmeath Examiner and Westmeath Independent on (19th February 2013).  

 

Participants of the workshop were drawn from across the main stakeholder categories and 

representatives of local authorities and rural development groups as well as Individuals and 

commercial organisations active in the field with a total of 38 attendees. 

 

The workshop involved a morning seminars / presentations focusing on development of 

bioregions and a lunchtime discussion, q and a and networking occasion over refreshments. 

 

A register of attendees was held and interest in the development of Bioenergy regions was 

captured via an expression of interest questionnaire of which 10 were completed. 
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3. Minutes of the Workshop 

The event was chaired by Joe Potter CEO of Westmeath County Council 

 

Presentations: 

 

Presentation 1 Establishing and Promoting BIOREGIONS was presented by energy 

consultant Patrick Daly who gave an overview of the Bioregions concept and a road map for 

communities / regions based on the experience of the Bioregions Project. 

 

Presentation 2 Enabling Bioenergy development through local policy and action by Dr 

Helen McHenry of the Western Development Commission, gave a talk on developing local 

policy and actions to support and enable the bioenergy sector. 

 

Presentation 3 An Islands Perspective by Dr Shirley Gallagher, gave an overview of 

developing a multi-stakeholder sustainable energy community and various bioenergy initiatives 

in an Islands context. 

 

Presentation 4 Funding Opportunities for Project Creation by Michael Papapetrou who gave 

an overview of possible EU Funding opportunities for Bioregional projects. 

 

Presentation 5 Case Studies gave an update and overview of some examples projects in the 

region.  Charles Shires of Board na Mona gave an update on Co – Firing at their plant in Offally, 

Liam Kelly of Teagasc gave an update on biomass resources promotion, John Keely an 

agricultural consultant gave an update on Popular SRC trials, and Vincent Leavy of Next Gen 

heat gave an overview of Biomass boiler applications in the county. 

 

 

Outcomes: 

The workshop raised the profile of bioenergy and the Bioregions project nationally and drew 

important interest in developing other regions from organisations across the country. 
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Annex 2: Signed List of Participants  
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Annex 3: Photos from the Workshop 
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Annex 4: Media presence 

 

Front Page Advert and Detailed inset in Westmeath Examiner and Westmeath 

Independent – 13th Feb 2013 
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Post Workshop Media Report - Westmeath Examiner Saturday 23rd March 2013 
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Hi Patrick, 

My business is similar to Next Gen who I believe is already working with the Westmeath group, I don't 

have the software to complete the survey and email it to you so I will try to provide the answers here if 

that is any help to you. 

 

Name: Peter Crawley 

Role: M.D. 

Organisation: Eco Warm Homes 

Contact: info@ewh.ie 

Are you interested..: Yes 

Region: Meath / Dublin / Parts of Kildare 

Persons/ Organisations / Supportive agencies: Don't know 

Any background work done: Don't know 

What support / help required: Everything from the start as far as I know. 

 

Peter Crawley. 


