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Introduction 
  
Within the BioRegions project five workshops have been organised and implemented, one 
workshop in each of the target regions during the 1st year of the project. All workshops have 
taken place between November 2010 and February 2010. This document presents the reports 
from these workshops, while an organisational overview is given in the table below: 
  
 
Table 1: Overview of workshops in the target regions 

Country Bulgaria 

Target region Sredna Gora 

Location Plovdiv 

Time scheduling  25/11/2010 (10:30 am - 1:30 pm) 

Target group 

Representatives from 6 municipalities - mayors and experts, representatives from 

forest directorates ( regional forest administrations) biomass related companies, hotel 

owners,  journalists 

N° of participants 121   

Country The Czech Republic 

Target region Slavicin and Brumov-Bylnice 

Location Brumov-Bylnice town-hall  

Time scheduling  14/12/2010 (1:30 pm -3:30 pm) 

Target group Representatives of local authorities, companies, NGOs, decision-makers. 

N° of participants 27 

Country France 

Target region Trièves 

Location 
Representatives of local authorities, companies, tourism, scientific organisations and 

decision-makers. 

Time scheduling  09/02/2011 (9:00 am – 1:00 pm) 
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Target group 

Representatives of municipalities, district authorities, bio-energy producers, forest 

associations, public and private farms, industries, tourism, craftsmen, media and nature 

protection associations. 

N° of participants 25 

Country Ireland 

Target region County Westmeath 

Location Bloomfield House Hotel, Conference Room, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland 

Time scheduling  03/02/2011 (9:00 am – 4:30 pm) 

Target group 

Representative of key local / national agencies, associations, media, commercial 

organisations, farmers, foresters, design professionals, biomass suppliers, technology 

providers, energy companies. 

N° of participants 115 

Country Latvia 

Target region Limbaži 

Location Salacgriva, Ostas Str.3 and Limbazi, Rigas Str.16 

Time scheduling  19/01/2011 (Salacgriva: 9-12 am and Limbazi: 2-6 pm) 

Target group 
Employers from region, representatives of public organizations and tourism industry, 

producers and users of biofuel etc. 

N° of participants 31, Salacgriva – 15, Limbazi – 16 
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1 Workshop in Bulgaria 
  

1.1 Introduction 

Time and place of the workshop: 

The workshop was a part of the ABEA conference which took place in Novotel in Plovdiv at 25–
26th November 2010. 

Target Group: 

The target group of the workshop included representatives of municipalities participating in 
Sredna Gora BioRegion (mayors, deputy-mayors, municipal counsellors, and municipal 
experts), representatives of Regional forest administrations and energy entrepreneurs 
(companies in the field of EE & RES and biomass in particular). Also delegates of tourism 
industry and media participated on the workshop.  

1.2 Implementation of the Workshop 
The first panel session, “EE & RES NEW LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK,” was dedicated to the 
new legislative framework for energy efficiency (EE) and renewable energy resources (RES). 
Moderator of the session was Liyana Adjarova, Executive Director of the Energy Agency of 
Plovdiv (EAP). Participating in the panel were: Krasimir Naidenov, Executive Energy Efficiency 
Agency; Tzenko Tzenov, Executive Forest Agency, and Liylin Radulov, Executive Director, 
Black Sea Energy Center. The new forest management law was presented, as well as the 
biomass potential of Bulgaria and the ways to utilize it for heating in the frame of European 
target 20-20-20.  

The second session, “BIOMASS FOR HEATING – SENSIBLE, EFFECTIVE AND MODERN 

APPROACH FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT,” discussed the use of 
biomass for heating, moderated by Michael Papapetrou, Coordinator of the BioRegions project, 
and Liyana Adjarova, the coordinator of Bulgarian Bioregion “Sredna Gora.” Panel members 
included: Christian Epp, Biomassehof Achental, Germany; Alan Sherrard, LTC, Sweden; 
Athanasios Balafoutis, Agricultural University of Athens; representatives of Energy Agency – 
Plovdiv Liyana Adjarova and Vladimir Valkov; and Dinko Penev, Ecology and Energy Alliance. 
The bioregion Sredna Gora will obtain one-third of its energy from fuels made from regional and 
sustainable bio-energy resources, mostly from wood biomass. The BioRegions project provides 
support for the development of efficient and reliable markets for wood biomass, and will 
stimulate investment in bioenergy projects and businesses of local stakeholders. The 
municipalities of Ihtiman, Panagyurishte, Strelcha, Karlovo, Hisar and Brezovo belong to the 
bioregion Sredna Gora in Bulgaria.  

Within the panel session, “BEST PRACTICES AND PROJECTS FOR MUNICIPALITIES, 

COMPANIES AND ENERGY AGENCIES,” the mayor of Ihtiman, Margarita Petkova, and the 
deputy mayor of Karlovo, Georgi Karamchev, both from Sredna Gora BioRegion presented RES 
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heating concepts and some good practices in public buildings. In addition, the deputy mayor of 
Bansko, Lazar Zahov, presented his city’s experience in “The City of Green Energy”; Georgi 
Popov, mayor of Chepelare, spoke on his city’s experience in local heating with biomass; and 
Nikolai Vengelov, Erato Holding Ltd., made a presentation on how a hospital in Oriyahovo 
switched from petrol to biomass pellets for heating. 

The next day (26.10.2010), participants in the BioRegion stakeholders meeting were invited to 
participate in a study tour to Chepelare. Participants had the opportunity to visit real biomass 
installations in several public buildings and private hotels. They received first hand information 
about biomass applications – based on chips and pellets.   

Municipality of Chepelare starts to use biomass for heating when two buildings – a kindergarten 
and a vocational school – switched heating from oil to biomass in 2007. Five additional public 
buildings were switched from heating oil to biomass for heating in 2008. These buildings 
included two more kindergartens, the sports school, and a municipal structure.  

As of December 2010, with these seven buildings now having converted to biomass, here’s 
where the city stands: 

� the share of total energy consumption represented by renewable energy sources 
has risen from zero in 2006 to 49 %; 

� carbon dioxide emissions have been reduced by 48 %; 
� total energy consumption has declined by 21 %. 
 

In 2011, four more buildings – three schools and a municipal children’s complex – will be 
converted to biomass. When those conversions have been completed, fully 69 % of the city’s 
energy consumption – and 100 % of its heating budget – will be derived from renewable 
sources. Carbon dioxide emissions will have been reduced by 69 % from the 2006 baseline. 
And total energy consumption will have been reduced by 30 %. 

Chepelare has already cut its municipal energy expenses by 44 % from the 2006 level. A year 
from now, expenses will be 57 % lower than the baseline. The visit to Chepelare was extremely 
inspiring for the participants. 

1.3 Minutes of the workshop in Bulgaria 
Presentations – Discussions: 

The workshop (for participants and topics, see “second session,” above) featured a spirited 
discussion emanating from questions and comments from the audience. Notable were the 
following: 

Boyan Angelov, manager of Velboy OOD, asked Mr. Balafoutis whether he was familiar with the 
paulownia tree and whether it was being used in Greece as a source of biomass. Mr. Balafoutis 
said he was familiar with the tree, but that it was not being grown commercially in Greece. He 
said that it was necessary to take into account the alternative uses of the land on which biomass 
might be considered, and that often the best use of arable land is for growing food. He 
acknowledged that, in general, paulownia could be suitable for sustainable harvesting biomass. 
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Liyana Adjarova, EAP provided several examples of municipal energy consumption mentioning 
the need in switch from oil to biomass for heating of public buildings. More than 50 % of total 
energy consumption of Bulgarian municipalities used for heating can be replaced by RES-
heating based on biomass. The modern technologies are available; these projects are cost 
effective and bring energy independent and competitive energy prices.  

Vladimir Valkov, EAP discussed the national RES context that support RES (biomass) –
electricity without any encouragement of RES (biomass) - for heating. Still Regional 
development operational program approves municipal renovation projects of public buildings 
that maintain oil as a fuel for heating.    

Another attendee, Eija Alakangas, remarked that Finland was the first country to introduce 
carbon and energy taxes in 1990, and gave some details of the experience to date. A 
discussion of the topic followed.   
 
Outcomes: 

The primary outcome was the confirmation of commitments of the stakeholders of their 
cooperation in the continuation of the BioRegions project. It was especially important to have 
such a commitment from the Bulgarian Ministry of Agriculture and Food in the context of the 
new forest management law.  

Municipality of Brezovo declared its interest in a feasibility study on establishment of public-
private enterprise for chips production.  

Municipality of Ihtiman declared their interest in implementation of information campaign 
“Efficient use of biomass by households” that will help citizens to replace the old stoves by 
modern biomass applications suitable for houses heating. The campaign will be part of its 
sustainable energy action plan within the Covenant of Mayors initiative.  

Some hotel owners in municipality of Hisarya are starting actions in replacing of their coal 
installations by biomass applications.  

Forest management administration of Panagurishte declared its interest to be a pilot 
organization in biomass action plans development within Sredna Gora BioRegion..  

Several biomass boiler producers (Erato Holding)  and traders (JTerm, EcoConcept) are 
interested in the bio-energy market development in Sredna Gora BioRegion and will provide 
strong feedback to biomass action plans and will participate in further project activities.  

The three journalists from the local newspaper Maritca stated they are interested in covering the 
activities of BioRegions project. The Bulgarian National Television- regional TV centre Plovdiv 
will broadcast a special material, dedicated to biomass utilisation in Sredna gora BioRegion.   
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1.4 Agenda of the workshop in Bulgaria 

When: 

Thursday 25th of November 2010 from 10:30 to 13:30 

Where: 

Novotel Plovdiv,  
Plovdiv, Bulgaria   

Contact persons: 

Liyana Adjarova, 
Energy Agency of Plovdiv  
139 "Ruski" bul, floor 4, office 402 
4000 Plovdiv  
Bulgaria 

Tel.: +359 32 62 57 56; fax: +359 32 62 57 54; liyana.adjarova@eap-save.dir.bg 
 

Table 2 : Agenda of the workshop in Bulgaria 

Date: Thursday, 25th of November 2010 

Time Content Responsible 

10:30 - 10:40 New EE&RES Policies and Requirements for 
Municipalities  

Krasimir Naidenov (AEE) 

10:40- 10:50 Opportunities for Using Waste Biomass for 
Energy Purposes According to the New Forests 
Act 

Tzenko Tzenov (IAG) 

10:50 - 11:00 New Legislation on RES and RES National 
Action Plan (2010 – 2020)  

Liylin Radulov (BSREC) 

11:00 - 11:10 Questions and discussion ALL 

11:10 - 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 – 11:40 Creating the pilot BioRegion in Bulgaria  Liyana Adjarova (EAP) 

11:40 – 12:00 Experiences from the BioRegion Achental in 
Bavaria, Germany 

Christian Epp (BAT) 
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12:00 - 12:20 Best practice in BioRegions development – a 
survey in Europe 

Alan Sherrard LTC) 

12:20 - 12:30 Biomass use for heating purposes in the 
Regional Decentralised Heating Systems of 
Megalopolis in Peloponnese and Dadia in Evros  

Athanasios Balafoutis 
(AUA) 

12:30 - 12:40 Proposal for a National Programme for the 
Development of biomass as a renewable energy 
source  

Dinko Penev (EEA) 

12:50 - 13:30 Questions and discussion ALL 

 



 Regional Networks for the development of a Sustainable Market for Bioenergy in Europe 

 

 12 

 

Annex 1.1: Participants – Speakers of the workshop in Bulgaria 
 

Table 3: List of Participants of the workshop in Bulgaria 

 Name 
Individual or representing 

a company 
E-mail address 

1 Alan Sherrard LTC Alan@ltc.se 

2 Alexandra Goutra Capital Connect agoutra@capitalconnect.gr 

3 Bettina Mäck SAT bettina.maeck@wanadoo.fr 

4 Christian Epp BAT christian.epp@clenergy.de 

5 Eija Alakangas VTT Eija.Alakangas@vtt.fi 

6 Ilze Dzene Ekodoma ilze@ekodoma.lv 

7 Marian Cabanero WIP Marian.Cabanero@wip-munich.de 

8 Michael Papapetrou WIP 
michael.papapetrou@wip-
munich.de 

9 Michael ten Donkelaar ENVIROS michael.tendonkelaar@enviros.cz 

10 Miroslava Knotková EAZK miroslava.knotkova@eazk.cz 

11 Patrick Daly WestCD pd@patrickdaly.net 

12 Stefanous Loukopoulos ELARD loukopoulos@elard.eu, 

13 Thanos Balafoutis AUA abalafoutis@aua.gr 

14 Thibaud Bécourt SAT  espaces-naturels.sat@orange.fr 

15 Tomas Perutka EAZK Tomas.Perutka@eazk.cz 

16 Aleksander Angelov Ecoconcept ecoconcept@dir.bg 

17 Angel Minev 
Association for renovation of 
multifamily buildings 

initiative_ares@abv.bg 

18 Angel Nikolaev BSREC angel@bsrec.bg 

19 Asen Karabov RFD Smolяn rugsmolian@iag.bg 

20 Atanas Peshakov Motiva Konsult atanas_peshakov@yahoo.com 
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21 Bogdana Nogdanova EAP cgpf-eap@mbox.contact.bg 

22 Boyan Angelov Velboy EOOD office@paulownia.bg 

23 Boyan Lekov Ahira AD b_lekov@abv.bg 

24 Vasil Zlatev EAP vasil.b.zlatev@gmail.com 

25 Venelin Draganov SOFENA vdraganov@sofena.com 

26 Vesela Stamenova Municipality Ihtiman stamenova_v@abv.bg 

27 Violeta Grozeva SEC vgroseva@sec.bg 

28 Vladimir Angelkov  Anima Info@trade-bg.com 

29 Vladimir Valkov EAP vladimir.valkov@mbox.contac t.bg 

30 Vladimir Pashaliiski Jterm Ltd   

31 Vladimir Tabutov Hidroenergy company  
office@hydroenergycompany. 
com 

32 Georgi Dragnev Dragnev EOOD g.dragnev@reductor-dragnev.com 

33 Georgi Karamchev Municipality Karlovo g_karamchev@abv.bg 

34 Georgi Lazarov AEE Lazarov@SEEA.government.bg 

35 Georgi Nikolov IG Passive buldings g.nikolov@passive.bg 

36 Georgi Pashaliiski Jterm Ltd info@jterm.bg 

37 Georgi Pepelanov Municipality Chepelare georgi.pepelanov@chepelare. bg 

38 Georgi Petrov REHAU georgi.petrov@rehau.com 

39 Georgi Tiutiukov Municipality Plovdiv mlad.deinosti@abv.bg 

40 Daniel Kaludov 
District Administration 
Burgas 

futuro@dir.bg 

41 Daniel Katcarov Municipality Ihtiman dani_katsarov@abv.bg 

42 Daniela Alexandrova City council Hisaria lapiovra2002@abv.bg 

43 James Dey EAP james.day@eap-save.dir.bg 

44 Dimitrina Georgieva magasine Stroiteli (ElMedia) stroiteli@elmedia.net 

45 Dimitar Botev EVN Naturkraft  dimitar.botev@evn.at 

46 Dimitar Vachev AREI Bulgaria d.vatchev@arei.bg 
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47 Dimitar Geyopsaliev RC CONSULT Ltd dimitar.gyopsaliev@rcconsult.i nfo 

48 Dimitar Ivanov BCCI een@bcci.bg 

49 Dinko Penev Aliance Ecology and Energy d.penev@aecoenergy.eu 

50 Emiliyan Boev Sun Service boev@abv.bg 

51 Zdravko Georgiev SOFENA zgeorgiev@sofena.com 

52 Ivan Vasilev Motto Injenering 
ivan.vasilev@motto-
engineering.eu 

53 Ivan Dinev Motto Injenering ivan.dinev@motto-engineering.eu 

54 Ivan Mitov Praims OOD office@praims.com 

55 Ivanka Bogunska Municipality Hisarя v_ipb@abv.bg 

56 Ivanka Pandelieva SEC ivankap@sec.bg 

57 Ivelin Pashaliiski Jterm Ltd   

58 Ina Karova EAP ina.karova@eap-save.dir.bg 

59 Yonka Peshakova Motiva Konsult ionka_peshakova@yahoo.com 

60 Irina Terziiska Evropeiski Institut po truda eli.bulgaria@gmail.com 

61 Kiril Yonchev  Anima anima123@mail.bg 

62 Klimentina Hadjieva EAP 
klimentina.hadjieva@eap-
save.dir.bg 

63 Krasimir Vlachkov Bul Eco Energy office@buleco.com 

64 Krasimir Krastev K Divelopment  kdevelopment@kdevelopment.biz 

65 Krasimir Naydenov AEE knaydenov@seea.government.bg 

66 Lazar Zahov Municipality Bansko lazarzahov@mail.bg 

67 Lidya Kostova AEE L.Kostova@SEEA.government. bg 

68 Liyana Adjarova EAP liyana.adjarova@eap-save.dir.bg 

69 Lachezar Yotov Ritbul EOOD yotov@rittbul.bg 

70 Liudmila Yordanova Lyu Kamaris lilo1234@abv.bg 

71 Margarita Petkova Municipality Ihtiman obshtina_ihtiman@mail.bg 

72 Mariana Nedelcheva NIMH - Plovdiv   
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73 Mariya Petrova newspaper Maritca petrova.m@abv.bg 

74 Mariya Toneva BulPerla 91 bulperla_91@abv.bg 

75 Milena Toneva BulPerla 91 office@bulperla.com 

76 Milen Adjarov EAP   

77 Milena Agopyan ABEA milena.agopyan@liga-vei.net 

78 Milko Dobrev DGS Ihtiman dl_iht@abv.bg 

79 Mira Tcvetkova EkoEl BG info@ecoel-bg.com 

80 Mihail Veselinov Heating plant Bansko miwess@abv.bg 

81 Nadya Raicheva EAP nadya_raycheva@abv.bg 

82 Nasko Kichukov Municipality Ardino   

83 Neli Staneva Municipality Karlovo n.staneva@abv.bg 

84 Nikola Kibritev REA Ruse rea_ruse@abv.bg 

85 Nikolay Banchovski Municipality Byala Slatina banchovsky@abv.bg 

86 Nikolay Vangelov Erato Holding n_vangelov@erato.bg 

87 Nikolay Ivanov Municipality Krivodol krivodol@dir.bg 

88 Nikolay Semerdjiev Velboy EOOD office@paulownia.bg 

89 Nina Morunova Kichukov i sinove EOOD nina09@abv.bg 

90 Nina Raicheva EAP nina.raicheva@eap‐save.dir.bg 

91 Osman Chaush Municipality Kubrat osman8@abv.bg 

92 Pavel Vitleemov RU Angel Kanchev pvv@manuf.uni-ruse.bg 

93 Petar Kisiov EAP pesho@lportala.net 

94 Petar Konstantinov BAN p.konstantinov@meteo.bg 

95 Petar Kostadinov EVN Bulgaria petar.kostadinov@evn.bg 

96 Petar Papazov AREI Bulgaria p.papazov@arei.bg 

97 Petar Petrov Municipality Byala slatina petrov.asset@abv.bg 

98 Petar Todorov DGS Panagюriщe dl_pan@abv.bg 

99 Plamen Tcvetanov BAN ptzvetanov@inrne.bas.bg 
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100 Radoslav Tcvetkov Municipality Byala slatina   

101 Radost Bochuleva v-k Noviяt glas radostbo@abv.bg 

102 Ralitca Karova EAP rkarova@gmail.com 

103 Remzi Iuseinov Municipality Kubrat halilov@kubrat.bg 

104 Rosen Savov 
Municipality Sofia,distinct 
Izgrev 

rossen@savov.net 

105 Sashka Yakimova SOFENA siakimova@sofena.com 

106 Sevdalin Palauzov BNR- radioPlovdiv krakera@abv.bg 

107 Svetla Bonova IG Pasivni sgradi s.bonova@passive.bg 

108 Svetla Dobreva 
newspaper "Stroitelstvo 
gradat" 

sdobreva@stroitelstvo.info 

109 Stanislav Yakimov REHAU stanislav.yakinov@rehau.com 

110 Stefan Ivanov CHEZ Bulgaria stefan.ivanov@cez.bg 

111 Stefan Tanev Municipality Ivaylovgrad oba_ivailovgrad@abv.bg 

112 Stoyan Chorbadjiiski municipality Brezovo Oba_brezovo@abv.bg 

113 Todor Turlakov EkoEl BG ecoelbg.@abv.bg 

114 Todor Hristev Municipal council Plovdiv thristev@gmail.com 

115 Toni Myaneva GD Nazad kam prirodata backtonatire@abv.bg 

116 Tcacho Angelov Ecocontcept ecoconcept@dir.bg 

117 Tcvetan Simeonov otgovoren redaktor tveco@yahoo.com 

118 Tcenko Tcenov IAG cenov@iag.bg 

119 Chavdar Kostadinov RU Angel Kanchev chkostadinov@uni‐ruse.bg 

120 Yulii Slavov Sdrujenie za Plovdiv Yuslavov85@gmail.com 

121 Yuliya Mumdjieva magasine Stroiteli (ElMedia) stroiteli@elmedia.net 
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Table 4: List of Speakers of the workshop in Bulgaria 

 

Name 

Individual or 

representing a 

company 

Subject of speech E-mail address 

1 Krasimir Naidenov 

Executive Energy 
Efficiency Agency, 
Ministry of 
Economy, Energy 
and Tourism 

New EE&RES 
Policies and 
Requirements for 
Municipalities  

knaydenov@seea.government.bg   
 

2 Tzenko Tzenov Executive Forest 
Agency 

Opportunities for 
Using Waste Biomass 
for Energy Purposes 
According to the New 
Forests Act 

cenov@iag.bg  
 

3 Liylin Radulov 

Executive 
Director, Black 
Sea Energy 
Center 

New Legislation on 
RES and RES 
National Action Plan 
(2010 – 2020)  

office@bsrec.bg  
 

4 Alan Sherrard LTC 

Best practice in 
BioRegions 
development – a 
survey in Europe 

Alan@ltc.se  

5 Christian Epp BAT 
Experiences from the 
BioRegion Achental in 
Bavaria, Germany 

christian.epp@clenergy.de  

6 
Athanasios 
Balafoutis AUA 

Biomass use for 
heating purposes in 
the Regional 
Decentralised Heating 
Systems of 

Megalopolis in 
Peloponnese and 
Dadia in Evros 

abalafoutis@aua.gr  

7 Liyana  Adjarova EAP 

Biomass for Heating – 
the Driving Force of 
the BioRegions in 
Bulgaria 

liyana.adjarova@eap-save.dir.bg 
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Annex 1.2: Photos from the workshop in Bulgaria 

 

  
Figure 1.1 & 1.2 The audience 

 

  
Figure 1.3 & 1.4 The presenters 
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Annex 1.3: Workshop’s press release 
 

Sixth National Conference of ABEA 

Common-Sense Strategies and Policies 

25- 26 November 2010, Plovdiv, Novotel Plovdiv 

 

Press release 

 

Plovdiv, Bulgaria, November 22, 2010… The Association of Bulgarian Energy Agencies (ABEA), 

stressing small projects involving renewable energy sources as the key to achieving energy 

independence and making progress to  end the economic crisis, opens its Sixth National Conference -- 

Common-Sense Strategies and Policies – at the Novotel Plovdiv on Thursday.  

 

The Conference begins Thursday morning with an address by Liyana Adjarova. Her speech will be 

followed by an awards ceremony honoring winning municipalities in the RES Champions League, a 

European Commission-funded project involving six EU member states. ABEA is the Bulgarian participant 

in this project. Winning municipalities will be announced during the ceremony. 

 

The ceremony will be followed by a panel session on the new legislative framework for energy 

efficiency (EE) and renewable energy resources (RES). Moderator of the session will be Liyana Adjarova, 

ABEA’s Chair and Executive Director of the Energy Agency of Plovdiv (EAP). Participating in the panel will 

be: Georgi Kosatof, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Food; Kolio Kolev, Executive Director of 

the Executive Energy Efficiency Agency; and Liylin Radulov, Executive Director, Black Sea Energy Center. 

There will be discussed biomass potential of Bulgaria, the ways how to utilized for heating in the frame 

of European target 20-20-20. 

 

The day’s second session will discuss the use of biomass for heating, moderated by Michael 

Papapetrou, Coordinator of the BioRegions Project of the European Commission. Panel members 

include: Christan App, Biomassehof Achental, Germany; Alan Sherrard, LTC, Sweden; Athanasos 

Balafoutis, Agricultural University of Athens; representatives of Energy Agency - Plovdiv; and Dinko 

Penev, Ecology and Energy Alliance. This panel will be dedicated to BioRegion Sredna gora stakeholders 
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meeting. The bioregion will obtain at least one third of its energy (including energy for transport) by 

fuels made from regional and sustainable bio-energy resources, mostly from wood biomass. The 

BioRegions Project will provide support for the development of efficient and reliable markets for wood 

biomass and will stimulate investment in bioenergy projects and businesses of local stakeholders. In 

Bulgaria Ihtiman, Panagyurishte Strelcha, Karlovo, Hisar and Brezovo participate in the project. Will be 

developed action plans to promote biomass usage in these municipalities. For this purpose in the target 

region "Sredna gora" will be organized workshops for stakeholder consultation meetings, visits to places 

with good practices in Germany and Sweden, the feasibility study and attract funding for bioenergy 

projects in the area. 

 

Following lunch, a panel session on innovative EE and RES solutions in buildings will be 

moderated by Dr. Rosen Savov, architect, Deputy Mayor of the Izgrev Region, Sofia. Participants will be 

announced. 

 

The fourth panel session, From RES Projects to Successful Implementations, will be moderated 

by Zdravko Georgiev, Executive Director, SOFENA. Participants include: Xavier Noyon, European Solar-

Thermal Industrial Federation; Vladimir Tabutov, Hydroenergy Company Ltd.; Ivan Dinev, Motto 

Engineering; and Georgi Dragnev, Dragnev Ltd. 

 

Thursday’s fifth panel session, covering exemplary RES projects in Bulgarian municipalities, will 

be moderated by Ms. Adjarova. Participants will include Lazar Zahov, Deputy Mayor, Bansko; Margarita 

Petkova, Mayor of Ihtiman; Georgi Popov, Mayor of Chepelare; Georgi Karumchev, Deputy Mayor of 

Karlovo; Petar Kostadinov, EVN Bulgaria and Nikolai Vengelov, Erato Holding Ltd.   

 

And the day’s final panel, moderated by Venelin Draganov, SOFENA, will present additional 

municipal projects from the standpoint of energy agencies. Panelists include Klimentina Hadzhieva and 

Bogdana Bogdanova of EAP; Zdravko Georgiev, SOFENA; Milena Agopyan, ABEA; and Ivanka Pandelieva, 

Energy Center-Sofia. 

 

The Conference concluded on Friday (26.11.2010) with study tours to successful RES installations in 

Chepelare, Blatetz and Nova Zagora. 
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Annex 1.4: Media – articles on internet and in newspapers (mentions 

of the BioRegions project are stressed) 
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http://wind.bg/bg/miroslav1111111111111111111111111111111111111117/ 
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Article in Maritsa newspaper 
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Annex 1.5: Other - scan of the List of Participants 
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2 Workshop in the Czech Republic 
  

2.1 Introduction 

Time and place of the workshop: 

The workshop took place in the boardroom of the Brumov-Bylnice municipality on Tuesday 14th 
of December 2010 from 12:30 to 15:30. 

Target Group: 

Participants of the workshop represent broad-spectrum of the stakeholders from the target 

region of the BioRegions project. There were representatives of Public local organisations (The 
Zlin region), municipalities (mayors of three towns and four villages), utilities (Brumov-Bylnice 

services and BTH Slavičín Ltd.) and tourism. An eco-farmer and delegate of JAVORNík-CZ Ltd. 

stood for biomass farmers and forest associations and Vagner saw-mill stood for bio-energy 
traders and producers. A JAVORNÍK-CZ-PLUS Ltd. company presented local small industry 

and JT POTOS Ltd. and BIOPAL Techology Ltd. stood for bio-energy technology providers. 
Centre Veronica Hostětín is a regional NGO and Mr. Ladislav Rožnovják is a chairman of a 

Brumov-Bylnice gardener association which runs local distillery (biomass residues usable as a 

biofuel). The publicity of the workshop was assured by a reporter from the Czech Radio 

(national broadcast) authority. 

2.2 Implementation of the Workshop 
The workshop was implemented in accordance with the project intent and was organized by the 
Energy agency of the Zlin region (EAZK) with the assistance of its mentor partner ENVIROS. All 
companies, entities and institutions from the stakeholder’s database of the target region were 
invited to the workshop. Participants of the workshop fall within 11 stakeholders categories 
of total 14, (78 %) and represent the key entities from the target region important for the next 
implementation of the project. The objectives of the project were presented on the workshop 
including the role of EAZK, ENVIROS and stakeholders. The stakeholders exchanged their 
views and expectations on the Bioregions project in the final discussion.    
 

2.3 Minutes of the workshop in the Czech Republic 
Presentations – Discussions: 

At the beginning, Miroslava Knotková introduced activities of the Energy agency of the Zlin 
region and basically described the BioRegions project (objectives, stakeholders). Afterwards, 
Tomas Perutka presented the best practice region Achental in Germany and outlined 
organisation and agenda of the best practice visit to Achental in March 2011. Miroslava 
Knotková added information about possible EU and national financial sources suitable for this 
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project. Michael ten Donkelaar continued with more detailed description of other target regions 
and presented the process of the Target region Action Plan creation and adoption of this plan. 
Finally, Miroslava Knotková moderated discussion (brainstorming) between stakeholders about 
their expectations and how could they be concretely involved into the project.   
 
Outcomes: 

The representatives of the municipalities from the target region pointed out, that most of their 
inhabitants have old boilers and as a fuel are used coal, waste or fuel wood. Lot of the 
inhabitants hesitate to replace their old boilers, because the prices of new boilers are high and, 
moreover, the supply and prices of wood pellets are uncertain. The mayor of Navojná village, 
František Machara, suggested building up a regional wood pellets source (storage) to achieve 
secure pellets supply and stable prices. 

The village of Rokytnice owns over 106 ha of municipal forests and only salvage felling timber is 
distributed to citizens as firewood for fair prices.  

The councilman of the neighbouring town Valašské Klobouky, Martin Janík, declared interest of 
its town to be an observer partner of the BioRegions project as the town Valašské Klobouky is 
not included within the area of the target region. 

The Vagner saw-mill offered municipalities processing of their waste biomass from municipal 
properties and this offer was accepted by Návojná and Rokytnice villages.  

The representatives of the utilities companies (Brumov-Bylnice services and BTH Slavičín Ltd.) 
presented their experience in running municipal heating plants. Technology suppliers introduced 
their products (technologies and services) suitable for family houses and public buildings in the 
target region.  

An eco-farmer manifested strong interest to produce pellets from his surplus hay.  

The reportage from this workshop will be given forth by regional broadcast of the Czech Radio. 
Furthermore, an article will be published in Moderní obec (Modern commune), a magazine 
focused on Czech municipalities.  
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2.4 Agenda of the workshop in the Czech Republic 

When: 

Tuesday 14th of December 2010 from 12:30 to 15:30   

Where: 

Brumov-Bylnice townhall 
Hildy Synkove 942 
763 31 Brumov-Bylnice 
Czech Republic   

Contact persons: 

Radek Sedlačík    
Energy agency of the Zlin region 
Třída Tomáše Bati 21 
761 90 Zlín 
Czech Republic 

radek.sedlacik@eazk.cz 

 

Table 5 : Agenda of the workshop in the Czech Republic 

Date: Tuesday, 14th of December 2010 

Time Content Responsible 

12:30 – 13:00 
Presentation of the EAZK and BioRegion project, 
best practice and target regions of the project 

Miroslava Knotková (EAZK) 

13:00 – 13:15 

Advantages of the project for stakeholders and 
whole Slavicin and Brumov-Bylnice region; 
information about the “best practice visit” to the 
region of Achental 

Tomáš Perutka (EAZK) 

13:15 – 13:30 Description of the Target region Action Plan Michael ten Donkelaar (ENVIROS) 

13:30 – 15:30 
Discussion (brainstorming) with stakeholders 
about their participation on the project; formation 
of work team of the project; conclusion 

Miroslava Knotková (EAZK) 
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Annex 2.1: Participants – Speakers of the workshop in the Czech 

Republic 
 

Table 6: List of Participants of the workshop in the Czech Republic 

 Name 
Individual or representing a 

company 
E-mail address 

1 Milena Kovaříková The Zlin Region milena.kovarikova@kr-zlinsky.cz 

2 Zdeněk Blanař 
Brumov-Bylnice town 
administration 

zdenekblanar@brumov-
bylnice.cz 

3 Václav Bližňák 
Brumov-Bylnice town 
administration 

vaclavbliznak@brumov-bylnice.cz 

4 Jaroslav Šerý Brumov-Bylnice services sluzby@brumov-bylnice.cz 

5 Jaroslav Končický Slavičín town administration koncicky@mesto-slavicin.cz 

6 Pavel Pinďák Slavičín town administration pindak@mesto-slavicin.cz 

7 Oldřich Kozáček BTH Slavičín Ltd. kozacek@bth-slavicin.cz 

8 Zdeněk Urbanovský East-Moravian Tourist Authority 
zdenek.urbanovsky@vychodni-
morava.cz 

9 Martin Janík 
Valašské Klobouky town 
administration 

janik@mu-vk.cz 

10 Božena Sukaná Šanov village ousanov@volny.cz 

11 Jiří Trčka JT POTOS, Ltd. info@potos.cz 

12 Pavel Urban BIOPAL Technologie Ltd. biopal@biopal.cz 

13 Radim Machů Centre Veronica Hostětín radim.machu@veronica.cz 

14 Kateřina Fojtů Centre Veronica Hostětín katerina.fojtu@veronica.cz 

15 Roman Verner Czech Radio Brno - studio Zlín roman.verner@rozhlas.cz 

16 Jindřich Hnilo 
JAVORNÍK-CZ-PLUS Ltd. 

(JAVORNÍK CZ Ltd.) 
javor@javor-st.cz 

17 Ludmila Žebráčková VÁGNER saw-mill pila.vagner@centrum.cz 

18 Vladimíra Henelová ENVIROS vladimira.henelova@enviros.cz 

19 Michael ten ENVIROS michael.tendonkelaar@enviros.cz 
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Donkelaar 

20 Miroslava Knotková EAZK miroslava.knotkova@eazk.cz 

21 Tomáš Perutka EAZK tomas.perutka@eazk.cz 

22 Radek sedlačík EAZK radek.sedlacik@eazk.cz 

23 Antonín Goňa Rokytnice village starosta@rokytnice.org 

24 František Machara Návojná village f.machala@centrum.cz 

25 Jarmila Janíčková Nedašova Lhota village nedasovalhota@volny.cz 

26 Jiří Gottfried Ecofarm Petrůvka jk.ovce@volny.cz 

27 Ladislav Rožnovják Gardner assoc. + local distillery 737 408 033 

 

Table 7: List of Speakers of the workshop in the Czech Republic 

 

Name 

Individual or 

representing a 

company 

Subject of speech E-mail address 

1 Miroslava Knotková 
EAZK 

Introduction of 
EAZK and the 
Bioregions project 

miroslava.knotkova@eazk.cz 

2 Tomáš Perutka EAZK 

Advantages of the 
project for 
stakeholders and 
whole target region; 
information about 
the “best practice 
visit” to the region 
of Achental 

tomas.perutka@eazk.cz 

3 Michael ten Donkelaar ENVIROS 
Description of the 
Target region 
Action Plan 

michael.tendonkelaar@enviros.cz 

4 Miroslava Knotková EAZK 
Discussion with 
stakeholders  

miroslava.knotkova@eazk.cz 
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Annex 2.2: Photos from the workshop in the Czech Republic 
 

  

Figure 2.1 Welcome and introduction speech Figure 2.2 Discussion with stakeholders 

  

Figure 2.3 & 2,4 Presentation of the target and best practice regions 
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Annex 2.3: Workshop Invitation and Press release  
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Annex 2.4: Article in Moderni obec magazine  
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Annex 2.5: Other - scan of the List of Participants 
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3 Workshop in France 
  

3.1 Introduction 

Time and place of the workshop: 

The workshop took place in the boardroom of the Chichilianne municipality on Wednesday 
9th of February 2011 from 9:00 to 13:00. 

Target Group: 

The participants of the workshop represented a wide range of the stakeholders from the target 
region Trièves. There were represented public organisations (3 mayors, district authorities, 
regional development authorities - region Rhône-Alpes), Bio-energy producers, public and 
private farming and forest associations, craftsmen, tourism (hotel, national park -Vercors), 
scientific institutes (CEMAGREF, CEA and TENERRDIS), nature protection associations 
(FRAPNA) and industries. Jean-Yves Lemenez assured the publicity from the regional 
newspaper “Le Dauphiné Libéré”. 

3.2 Implementation of the Workshop 
The workshop was implemented in accordance to the BioRegions project intention. It was 
organized by the regional planning syndicate (SAT). 

All organisations, companies, entities and institutions from the stakeholder database were 
invited. Overall there were 8 from 9 stakeholder-categories (89 % of categories in stakeholder 
databases) present, with a total of 25 people (see list annexed). Due to the presence of the 
craftsmen, there was even more categories represented than mentioned in the database. Only 
two stakeholder types were missing on the workshop: “others”, that means the architects and 
the NGOs. 

The objectives and the activities of the project were explained on the workshop including the 
role of the SAT, our mentor region Achental and the mentor partner BAT. Views and 
expectations on the BioRegions project were exchanged during the whole workshop between 
the interventions of the speakers. 

3.3 Minutes of the workshop in France 
Presentations – Discussions: 

The workshop was opened by Frederic Aubert (a delegate from the SAT) who presented the 
general political forest development in Trièves. Afterwards, Thibaud Bécourt explained the 
contents of the workshop and gave a presentation about forest tourism. 

Bettina Maeck presented the BioRegions project, its objectives, activities and the consortium. 
She also gave some details concerning the first contacts with the Achental region in view to 
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become a kind of “ecological partnership” before the beginning of the project, and the important 
role of the mentor region for the French target region in the project. She outlined the best 
practice visit and its contents in March 2011 and mentioned the visit of Christian Epp from BAT 
in July 2010. 

The currently status of the project and the next steps were explained, highlighting the 
establishment of a regional action plan. 
   
Outcomes: 

A special character of our workshop in Trièves is the implementation of the BioRegions project 
in the actual and regional forest charter which is very similar to the objectives of the project. This 
charter will finish this year so that the BioRegions project will adopt the local forest charter. One 
of the main challenges for us was to convince all the present stakeholders about this objective. 
We can say that this challenge was successfully mastered. 

Some of the main problems outlined in our region are the access to the forest exploitation, the 
fragmentation of the forest ground and the general wood supply. Furthermore the discussion 
focused on the wood supply centre with drying facility in St Michel les Portes. Its strengths 
(modern, good storage dimensions, very good wood quality) and difficulties (over dimensioned 
wood-boiler, too expensive, no global control of the facility, economically not very dynamic), 
were already expressed in the visit of Dr. Christian Epp, our mentor partner from the region of 
Achental in Germany. Some propositions of Mr Epps’ visit were discussed: for example to 
produce and to sell different types of wood chips qualities or to introduce also the pellets 
production and sale. 

The problem of the wood supply has already reached the wood supply-centre. One example: 
actually individuals can’t buy any wood chips for their boiler any more. Mr Thierry Schoebel, 
who is hotel manager and who was once proud of having changed the hotels’ heating system 
for a wood chip biomass-boiler, is really disappointed and is afraid that this lack of local 
bioenergy supply is not a very motivating example. So if somebody is asking him if this system 
is performing well he won’t be able to make a positive publicity. Mr Joud from COFORET (Bio-
energy producer) countered that this problem will be resolved shortly and that the company has 
also to think about a good communication. 

It was discussed that it might be a good idea to cooperate with the scientific institute on a R&D 
demonstration platform for some alternative proceedings in pellets manufacturing, especially in 
torrefaction. Mr Chauvin and Mr Buissonnet from CEA/CEMAGREF/Tenerrdis (Research and 
Development centre) explained some possibilities concerning that issue. Actually, this kind of 
inner-regional project is only on the “call for proposal”-level, but the location and the dimension 
of the wood supply-centre and especially the over dimensioned wood-boiler are very positive 
factors for a candidature. 

We will manage to meet shortly and regularly the key stakeholders to establish the action plan. 
Furthermore the travelling stakeholders will meet in the middle of March before the best practice 
visit in Achental. 

An article about the BioRegions workshop will be published in the most important regional 
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newspaper “Le Dauphiné Libéré”. 

3.4 Agenda of the workshop in France 

When: 

Wednesday, 9th February 2011 from 9:00 to 13:00   

Where: 

Municipality of Chichiliane  (38930) 

Contact persons: 

Thibaud Bécourt (SAT): espaces-naturels.sat@orange.fr 
Bettina Maeck (SAT): bettina.maeck@wanadoo.fr   
 

Table 8 : Agenda of the workshop in France 

Date: Wednesday, 9th of February 2011 

Time Content Responsible 

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome coffee SAT 

09:15 – 09:30 Welcome and introduction 
Jean-Paul Mauberret (SAT’s 
president) 

09:30 – 09:40 Political forest development in Trièves Frederic Aubert (SAT) 

09:40 – 9:50 Financial statement of the forest charter Thibaud Becourt (SAT) 

9:50 – 10:15 
The BioRegions project, its objectives, activities and 
visions 

Bettina Maeck 
(BioRegions/SAT) 

10:15 – 10:30 
Forest accessibility and infrastructure (private and 
public forest) 

Remy Lecomte (ONF - public) 

David Houmeau (CRPFRA - 
private) 

10:30 – 11:00 
Fragmentation of the forest ground and technical 
solutions 

Jefferson Aubert (COFORET) 

11:00 – 11:10 Coffee break 

11:10 – 11:30 Regional wood-supply contract 
Guy Charron (CG) and O. 
Chaumontet 

11:30 – 11:45 Wood quality study Patrick Chion (AFTBM) 
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Forest tourism Thibaud Bécourt (SAT) 

11:45 – 12:00 The wood supply-centre 
Didier Joud; O. Allignol  

(COFORET) 

 

12:00 – 12:20 
Alternative pellets manufacturing proceedings 

Christophe Chauvin  

CEMAGREF - TENERRDIS 

Guillaume Buissonnet (CEA) 

 

12:20 - 12:45 

Discussion (forest charter->BioRegion, creation of 
working groups for the establishment of the action 
plan, best practice visits) 

 

ALL 

12:45 – 13:00 Summary and close Robert Cuchet (SAT) 
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Annex 3.1: Participants – Speakers of the workshop in France 
 

Table 9: List of Participants of the workshop in France 

 Name 
Individual or representing 

a company 
E-mail address 

1 Cuchet Robert SAT Robert.cuchet@orange.fr 

2 Maeck Bettina BioRegions/SAT bettina.maeck@wanadoo.fr 

3 Boissonnet Guillaume CEA Grenoble guillaume.boissonnet@cea.fr 

4 Chauvin Christophe Cemagref/Tenerrdis christophechauvin@cemagref.fr 

5 Allagnat Olivier COFORET oallagnat@coforet.com 

6 Lecomte Remy ONF Remy.lecomte@onf.fr 

7 Schoebel Thierry 
Hôtel Château de 
Bardonenche 

schoebel@bardonenche.com 

8 Chion Patrick AFTBM Patrick.chion361@orange.fr 

9 Charron Guy Conseil Général g.charron@cg38.fr 

10 Aubert Jefferson COFORET jaubert@coforet.com 

11 Courtois  CDRA  

12 Fromager Lignum (consultant)  

13 Joud Didier COFORET djoud@coforet.com 

14 Pellissier Denis PNRV/CRPF 
Denis.pellissier@parc-
vercors.fr 

15 Lambouroud CREABOIS Isère creabois@wanadoo.fr 

16 Rougale 
Gresse en Vercors 
municipality 

alain.rougale@yahoo.fr 

17 Lemenez J-Y Le Dauphiné Libéré jeanyves.lemenez@wabadoo.fr 

18 Chaumontet Olivier Cofor o.chaumontet@cofor.eu 

19 Foglar Hélène FRAPNA helene.foglar@frapna.org 
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20 Mauberret Jean-Paul SAT  

21 Aubert Frédéric 
Tréminis municipality and 
SAT 

 

22 Bécourt Thibaud SAT 
espaces-
naturels.sat@orange.fr 

23 Houmeau David CRPFRA David.houmeau@crpf.fr 

24 Battaglia Dominique CET Trieves.expansion@wanadoo.fr 

25 Vallon Michel Chichilianne municipality  

 

Table 10: List of Speakers of the workshop in France 

 

Name 

Individual or 

representing a 

company 

Subject of speech E-mail address 

1 Jean-Paul Mauberret 
SAT 

Welcome and 
introduction 

 

2 Frédéric Aubert Tréminis / SAT 
Political forest 
development in 
Trièves 

 

3 Thibaud Bécourt SAT 
Financial statement 
of the forest charter 

espaces-
naturels.sat@orange.fr 

4 Bettina Maeck BioRegions / SAT 

The BioRegions 
project, its 
objectives, activities 
and visions 

bettina.maeck@wanadoo.fr 

5 
Remy Lecomte  

David Houmeau 
ONF , CRPFRA 

Forest accessibility 
and infrastructure 
(private and public 
forest) 

Remy.lecomte@onf.fr 

David.houmeau@crpf.fr 

6 Jefferson Aubert COFORET 

Fragmentation of 
the forest ground 
and technical 
solutions 

jaubert@coforet.com 

7 Guy Charron CG 38 
Regional wood-
supply contract 

g.charron@cg38.fr 

8 Didier Joud COFORET The wood supply- djoud@coforet.com 
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centre 

9 Chauvin Christophe 
CEMAGREF 
Tenerrdis 

Alternative pellets 
manufacturing 
proceedings 

christophechauvin@cemagref.fr 

10 Robert Cuchet 

SAT / municipality 
of 

Monestier du 
Percy 

Summary and close Robert.cuchet@orange.fr 
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Annex 3.2: Photos from the workshop in France 

 

  
Figure 3.1 & 3.2 Welcome and first contacts 

  
Figure 3.3 The beginning of the workshop Figure 3.4 Discussion about the project at 

coffee break 
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Annex 3.3: Workshop Invitation and press release 
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Article in the SAT Newsletter (December 2010) : 

Le Trièves, un territoire BioRégions 

Le SAT est engagé depuis 6 mois dans un projet européen 
sur la biomasse : le projet BioRégions. 
Ce programme a pour objectif de promouvoir l’utilisation du 
Bois énergie et secondairement de la méthanisation pour la 
production de chaleur afin qu’à long terme, 1/3 de l’énergie 
totale produite sur le territoire Trièves provienne de ces 
ressources.  
D’une durée de 3 ans, ce projet met en relation 7 régions 
d’Europe étant à des stades différents quant à l’utilisation 
de la biomasse pour source d’énergie. Ainsi, 2 régions considérées comme « modèles » : 
l’Achental (Allemagne) et le Jönköping (Suède) sont tutrices pour 5 régions rurales où le 
potentiel de production est fort et à développer : le Trièves, la Sredna Gora (Bulgarie), la 
Slavicin (République Tchèque), le Comté de Westmeath (Irlande) et la Limbazi (Lettonie). 

Dans ce vaste projet, le SAT souhaite dans un 1er temps poursuivre les 
actions entreprises par la Charte Forestière dans le domaine du bois 
énergie. Aujourd’hui, la construction des chaufferies collectives sur le 
territoire permet de valoriser nos forêts dans le cadre de circuits courts ; 
l’impact environnemental est diminué et l’activité économique dans le 
Trièves est renforcée. 

La demande croissante en matière première fait que la filière locale devra être de plus en plus 
coordonnée et efficace afin d’approvisionner en toute sérénité les consommateurs. C’est dans 
ce sens que le SAT souhaite s’investir dans les différents projets de territoire en créant de 
solides réseaux entre partenaires de la filière locale. 
Le but du projet est par ailleurs de promouvoir l’utilisation du bois-énergie pour le chauffage 
auprès des collectivités, des particuliers et des professionnels : industriels, opérateurs 
touristiques, restaurateurs, artisans, agriculteurs, grâce à la réalisation de supports de 
communication et la mise en place d’un forum Bois-Energie fin 2011.  

Une action forte sera menée en partenariat avec l’association SITADEL 
en faveur des agriculteurs afin de les appuyer dans leurs démarches de 
production de plaquettes bois énergie. 
Par ailleurs, le SAT souhaite participer aux réflexions les possibilités 
techniques d’installations de micro-centrales de méthanisation à l’échelle 
de l’exploitation agricole. 
Enfin, le programme aboutira à l’écriture d’un plan d’actions dans lequel 

pourront s’inscrire la construction de chaufferies, la pérennisation des réseaux d’acteurs mis en 
place, la communication des activités réalisées auprès de nouvelles régions... 
 

Pour plus d’informations : www.bioregions.eu 
Contact au SAT : Thibaud Bécourt - 04 76 34 49 11 ou espaces-naturels.sat@orange.fr 
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Annex 3.4: Media – articles in local papers 
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Annex 3.5: Other - scan of the List of Participants 
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4 Workshop in Ireland 
 

4.1 Introduction 

Time and place of the workshop: 

The workshop was held on Thursday 3rd of February 2011 at conference facilities in the 
Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland. The workshop comprised morning 
seminars and afternoon groups’ sessions, discussion and Q & A and commenced at 9:00 am 
running until 4:30 pm. 

Target Group: 

The target group included representatives of key local / national agencies, associations, media, 
commercial organisations, farmers, foresters, design professionals, biomass suppliers, 
technology providers, energy companies and financers. 

4.2 Implementation of the Workshop 
The workshop was organised by the Irish partners, Westmeath Community Development Ltd. 

A comprehensive marketing campaign was undertaken with all companies, entities and 
institutions from the stakeholder’s database of the target region invited to the workshop 
including several additional hundreds of emails, local newspaper advertisements in the 
Westmeath Examiner and Westmeath Independent (15 January 2011) and a radio interview 
with Midlands Radio (11 January 2011). 

Participants of the workshop were drawn from across the main stakeholder categories and 
represent the key entities from the target region necessary for the implementation of the project 
broadly including Government Departments, National Government Organisations / Local 
Agencies, County Councils, Semi State bodies, Educational Institutions, Private Sector 
Organisations and Individuals/unspecified organisation. In addition representatives from two 
other Bioenergy related projects in Ireland attended RASLES, FOREST (IEE) and one pending 
IEE Project (Biomass Trade Centre’s II). 

Participants of the workshop represented 12 of 15 stakeholder categories which represents 
80 % of the key stakeholder organisations categories in the data base.  

The workshop was structured into morning seminars / presentations, providing a range of highly 
informative presentations, not only on the project but including an overview of the bioenergy 
market, technologies and Irish case studies, followed by afternoon group discussion, (8 topics 
facilitated by specialists in the field) and feedback, allowing the stakeholders to exchange views 
and make further enquiries. The feedback from these discussion groups was fully documented. 
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A delegate survey was also conducted and 44 questionnaires were returned which provided 
further detailed feedback and information, and a press release was issued to local and regional 
media following the event. 

 

4.3 Minutes of the workshop in Ireland 
Presentations – Discussions: 

The event was chaired by Joe Potter CEO of Westmeath County Council  
 
Presentation 1 Developing a Bioenergy Sector in the Midlands was presented by energy 
consultant Patrick Daly who gave an overview of the Bioregions project its aims, goals and 
overall vision for a Bioenergy sector in the midlands. Patrick also presented an overview of 
energy use and resources in the Midlands and outlined the scale of the emerging biomass co-
firing market demand from the three regional peat burning power stations and reviewed the 
potential heat demand market.  

Presentation 2 Bioenergy in Ireland by Noel Gavigan a consultant working with the Irish 
Bioenergy Association, gave an overview of Bioenergy in Ireland, market context, opportunities 
and challenges. Noel outlined the positive benefits to local and regional economies from 
investment in Bioenergy and outlined the various technology options and solutions for the heat, 
electrical and transport markets and their various government supports. 

Presentation 3 Bioenergy in the Midlands was presented by Barry Caslin a specialist 
agricultural advisor from Teagasc. Barry outlined current national and regional land usage, 
highlighting the minimal biomass proportion as compared to requirements resulting from 
national biomass targets.  Barry reviewed the main biomass resources in the County, forestry, 
biomass crops, and the development of some small biogas plants, highlighting the significant 
demand being created by the co-firing demands of the midland power stations and that 
significant biomass crop plantation was required if Government targets were to be reached. 

Presentation 4 Bioenergy Opportunities from Biodegradable Waste was presented by Vicky 
Heaslop a farmer and Anaerobic Digestion (AD) specialist who gave a highly detailed 
presentation on the application and benefits of AD for farmers especially and the wider rural 
community. The presentation included a review of current AD feedstock in the Midlands and an 
examination of the benefits of AD including energy production, carbon emission reduction, and 
additional spins offs including gate fees and enhanced fertiliser production. Vicky highlighted 
that the wider social economic benefits of AD needed to be taken into account in order to fully 
weigh the benefits of AD as a Bioenergy solution. 

Presentation 5 Wood Heating Economic Sense for Irish Hotels by Ian Mc Guinness a hotel 
owner, presented a detailed economic case study of a 52 Bedroom Hotel which converted from 
oil to Biomass with a 3 year payback on capital invested resulting from a significant reduction in 
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fuel costs with savings of circa €50,000 per annum. Ian highlighted challenges around supply 

chains and competition as being essential for the market to develop. 

Presentation 6 Power Demands by Geraldine O Sullivan who is the Irish Farm Associations 
(IFA) Executive Secretary for Farm Forestry and Bioenergy presented on the opportunities and 
challenges for the biomass sector notably in terms of co-firing demands from the Midland peat 
burning power stations and the Biomass CHP. Market barriers were identified and the role of the 
IFA if influencing government policy was explained. 

Presentation 7 The Swedish Experience by Alan Sherrard LTC, the target regions project 
mentors, presented an overview of the Swedish context, resources and energy profile, 
highlighting their transition from oil to Bioenergy. Alan also gave an excellent overview of supply 
and value chains and reviewed the key drivers supporting the market and examples of regional 
energy use flows and diagrams which were highly informative. 
 
Discussion Groups Feedback 

Following the presentations and in addition to informal discussion and networking at breaks and 
lunch, structured group feedback sessions were conducted and recorded. 

This provided opportunity for more detailed debate, discussion and feedback collation from the 
stakeholders.  Groups were organised as follows. 

Group 1 - BIOMASS BOILERS AND INSTALLATIONS  Chairperson: Noel Gavigan IrBEA 

- Group consisted mainly of Installers and growers 

- Shortage of Chip Suppliers 

- No Open Market, network and market hub required for buyers and sellers of wood chip 

- Irish pellets are not as high quality as imported pellets. This needs to be addressed. 

- Interest in market not advancing fast enough. Advancing faster in UK due to market 
stimulus. E.g 0% interest loans. 

- What is the possibility of using waste wood, contamination may be issue, e.g nails and 
paints in/on pallets. 

Group 2 - BIOMASS CROPS    Chairperson: Barry Caslin TEAGASC 

- Group consisted mainly of Farmers, Heating System Installers 

- Lack of clarity in government policy 

- Who to approach to get business off ground? 
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- Lack of Infrastructure for crop drying, transport, chipping etc. 

- Farmers making early mistakes, example given that farmer started to grow myscanthus 
and should have grown willow instead as better contracts emerging for willow. 

- Lack of knowledge and distribution of information. Bodies such as IFA need to get info 
out there. 

- What are the implications on land after removal of willow/myscanthus from land? 

Group 3 - ANEROBIC DIGESTION   Chairperson: Vicky Heaslop Methogen 

- Group consisted mainly of Willow farmers, developers of AD, lecturers. 

- Lot of Questions on Vicky Heaslop Experience 

o Why she set up?   A: To develop fertiliser/use waste slurry 

o Doe she use food Waste? A:No permit for food waste 

o What return does she get? A: approx €30000 per year income from AD. 

- Heat can be used for crop drying 

- Cost of set up varies. Depends on types of inputs, location, end product etc. 

- Value of outputs rising 

- Major Obstacles for power production is grid connect cost. In the UK this is about £5000, 

about €11000 in Ireland 

- Need for networking 

Group 4 - CO-FIRING     Chairperson: John O Halron BordnaMona 

- Group consisted mainly of Farmers, Consultants, Public Servants. 

- Big push needed in Ireland inc. and biomass CHP market. 

- Not enough Forestry, still reliant on some imports. 

- Not enough uptake in Bio Energy Crops 
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- How do we convince famers to uptake BE crops? Incentives? 

- In order to get returns from farmers more R&D is required. What land is available and 
suitable? 

Group 5- BIOMASS for INDUSTRIAL USERS Chairperson: Des O Toole Coilte 

- Group consisted of Processing Users, Semi State forestry, growers. 

- What defines a large user? It was agreed a large user would consume 5000t or more of 
biomass for energy utilisation per year. 

- Not a lot of large scale investment in Biomass 

- Use of Heat? If user cannot use heat it makes less economic sense. 

- Lack of Clarity on the feed-in-tariff 

- Need for supply chains and clarity on economic haulage distances. 

- There is a lack of availability of finance. 

- Lack of joined up thinking. Irish mind set is to look after own patch, need for change. 

Group 6- SWEDISH EXPERIENCE    Chairperson: Alan Sherrard LTC 

- Cohesion of Local authorities/Councils required. 

- Local Authorities could come together to form regional groups, forming centres of 
expertise for Bio Energy etc. 

- Need for Networks to be developed. 

- Business set up may face planning hurdles including local objections, need to change 
public perception of Biomass industry. 

Group 7 - BIOMASS From FORESTRY   Chairperson: Liam Kelly Teagasc 

- Group consisted of growers, timber harvesters, woodland organisations, students. 

- Discussion mainly around challenges to Forestry 

- Plantation Sizes Vary, not economical for smaller plantations. Need to encourage people 
to thin. 

- Supports for CO-Ops required. 

- Numerous different species in different counties with different growth rates. Study 
required to understand stock. 

- Lack of information and familiarity with forestry industry 
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- Issues with thinning licenses, felling licenses are important and can be hard to obtain. 

- Access to plantations can be an issue, lack of roads. 

Links between groups and organisations, growers and market, are needed to build confidence 
in industry. 
 
 
   
Outcomes: 

The workshop has facilitated a first of a kind coming together of the main stakeholders in the 
project and the regional Bioenergy sector in general which produced a number of significant 
outcomes. 

The workshop raised the profile of project both through marketing of the event via various media 
email, newspaper and radio, word of mouth etc. and through the event itself. 

The workshop facilitated the engagement of key stakeholders and players in the sector, vital for 
the success of the project and Bioenergy initiative including current and potential project 
promoters, and the establishment of a network. 

The workshop has facilitated recruitment of some further key people and organisations into the 
project ‘reference group’ for participation in the drafting and development of the Action Plan. 

The workshop provided vital information not only about the project and its aims and goals but 
also about the sector, technology, market, legislative, and policy context issues. There has been 
significant interest in procurement of the presentations from delegates which has been 
facilitated. 

The workshop also gave opportunity for networking, information sharing and discussion on key 
issues and importantly provided the organisers and Irish partners with valuable contact and 
detailed information from specific persons and organisations via the survey, which included 
areas of interest, skills, project initiatives and promoters.  

Feedback from delegates was very positive and participation and engagement 
in the proceedings was strong. 

 
Survey  

Of the 115 delegates, 44 completed surveys were returned, which provided some important 
feedback and detail.  

Catchment: 

Nearly 40% of the delegates were from Co Westmeath with the majority of others 
from surrounding counties indicating that the project interest and potential influence is regional. 

Sectors: 
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The survey indicated that the majority of delegates were from the Private Sector and 
predominantly from farming, forestry with good representation from supplier / installers, 
academics / research and consultants / professionals. 

 

 

Areas of Interest / Project Initiatives  

In addition to the significant general interest in bio-energy the survey recorded a wide variety 
of interest in the different aspects of bio-energy, most notably interest in the growing of bio-
mass, bio-energy crops and bio-mass from forestry including supply and processing, during 
chipping etc. 

Other registered areas of interest included, AD, Energy service company (ESCO) models, boiler 
supply/ installation, processing plants, co-firing, financial support, consulting, design, research, 
and grass as a potential energy crop. 

A number of delegates reported various projects and Initiatives including research projects as 
mentioned above and alternative fuel uses, financial support projects, technology development, 
forestry projects including thinning of hardwoods, forestry growing groups and sale of timber 
products, co-firing project at Edenderry power station and a community centre using best 
practice renewable energy systems. 

Specialist Knowledge and Skills 

The survey indicated a diverse range of specialist knowledge and skills. There was a large 
group indicating specialist knowledge in the area of bio-energy fuel production including 
farming, miscanthus growing, forestry, harvesting, chipping and anaerobic digestion. Aspects 
of Bio-energy technologies including technology development, boiler supply / installations and 
processing were also noted as areas of specialist knowledge. Others included consultants 
(agricultural, environmental, sustainability, energy), resource types & availability, biomass 
chemistry and suitability for combustion/co-firing/use, co-generation and EU Project 
implementation. 

Areas of Assistance 

This section of the survey allowed the delegates to describe areas of assistance they might 
need and these are listed below. Some delegates made suggestions on future initiatives for bio 
regions project and these are also listed below. 

Areas of Assistance: 

- Boiler cost and performance data 
- Building Confidence in Markets 
- Concise costing for alternative fuels 
- Future study visits to working plants 
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- Continuing support for roading into forests 
- Financial Support 
- Further info on and assistance for development of new biowaste plants and facilities 
- gaining support from farmers to grow crops and supply thinnings to Edenderry power 
- Mobilising the private forest resource, encouraging private forest owners to thin- 

biomass available for energy.  
- Encouraging land owners to plant energy crops especially SRC Willow. 
- Market Establishment 
- Project and technology assistance to setup Green energy service company.  
- Bring experienced technical minded people from abroad to set up Bioenergy projects 
- To secure supply from growers 
- Transfer research knowledge to application 
- Strengthening of role of LEADER in facilitation of renewable energy development is 

necessary - role of LEADER versus the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is 
currently unclear. Need for REFIT to be brought forward. Need for grid connection to be 
fast tracked and made affordable. 

Suggestions: 

- Sustainable energy network needed. Association of producers needed 
- Setting up of a Knowledge Portal would be beneficial 
- Get Local Companies involved. Maybe do energy audit of companies. Capital 

grants/guaranteed heat contracts. Have workshop for these people to attend. Take a 
roadshow to schools. 

- Information/training to all in industry and end users 

Bioregions Project and Workshop  

Project Support: 96 % of delegates surveyed described the project as a ‘positive initiative’. 

Workshop Information: 97 % of delegates surveyed described the workshop as ‘informative’. 

Workshop quality: The survey provided a very positive indication of the quality of the event with 
23 % good, 32 % very good and 35 % excellent  

Follow up event: 95 % of delegates surveys stated they would like to participate in a follow up 
event. 
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4.4 Agenda of the workshop in Ireland 

When: 

Thursday 3rd February 2011 from 9:00 to 16:30   

Where: 

Bloomfield House Hotel,  
Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland   

Contact persons: 

Patrick Daly 
Westmeath Community Development 
Zone C – Mullingar Business park, 
Clonmore, Mullingar, Co Westmeath 
Ireland 

pd@patrickdaly.net 
 

Table 11 : Agenda of the workshop in Ireland 

Date: Thursday, 3rd of February 2011 

Time Content Responsible 

09:00 – 09:20 
Registration   Bloomfield House Hotel, 

Mullingar, Co Westmeath 
Caroline Moran (WCD & 
team) 

09:20 – 09:30 Welcome and Introduction  
By Joe Potter CEO of WCD, who will chairing the 
proceedings for the day. 
 

Joe Potter 
(CEO WCD ) 

9:30 – 10:00 BIOREGIONS  
An introduction to the BIOREGIONS Project and 
vision for a BIOREGION in Midlands 
Patrick Daly is a sustainable energy specialist 
and consultant to WCD. 

Patrick Daly 
(BIOREGIONS) 
 

10:00 – 10:30 Bioenergy in Ireland 
An introduction to Bioenergy in Ireland and 
overview of the market, developments, 
opportunities and challenges. 
Noel Gavigan is an engineer / advisor with the 
Irish Bioenergy Association 

Noel Gavigan 
(Irish Bioenergy Association ) 

10:30 – 11:00 Bioenergy opportunities from Forestry and 
Farming  

Barry Caslin 
(Teagasc) 
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An overview of emerging Bioenergy resources 
and opportunities from forestry and farming in 
Midlands. 
Barry Caslin is a Bioenergy expert with Teagasc. 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee / Tea break 

11:30 – 12:00 
 

Bioenergy opportunities from Biodegradable 
Waste    
Using Anaerobic Digestion (AD) to realise energy 
and other benefits from biodegradable waste 
material. 
Vicky Heaslop is an expert consultant on 
Anaerobic Digestion  

Vicky Heaslop 
(Methanogen Ltd) 

12:00 – 12:30 
 

Case Study   The Hotel Users Perspective     
A case study of the biomass 540KW boiler 
installation at Roganstown Hotel and Country 
Club, including economic assessment, and post 
installation assessment. 
Ian Mc Guinness is a hotel manger with 
experience of implementing a biomass system 

Ian Mc Guinness 
(Roganstown Hotel and 
Country Club) 

12:30 – 13:00 
 

Power Demands  
A presentation on the emerging demands for 
biomass in the midlands from regional power 
stations for co-firing and biomass plants. 
JJ Kavanagh is Chair of the IFA’s Committee for 
Alternative Land Use. 

JJ Kavanagh  
(IFA Alternative Land Use 
Chair) 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 14:30 
  

The Swedish Experience 
A presentation from a BIOREGIONS expert, 
mentor to the Irish target region, and a ‘best 
practice’ region in Sweden, with examples of 
local Bioenergy markets, solutions, supply chains 
and case studies. 
Alan Sherrard is a specialist on Biomass and 
Forestry based in Sweden. 

Alan Sherrard  
(LTC Sweden 
BIOGREGIONS) 

14:30 – 15:30 
 

Discussion Groups    Group Facilitators 

15:30 – 16:30 Open Forum  
 

Chair Joe Potter  
& Panel  

16:30 Summary and Close   Chair Joe Potter  
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Annex 4.1: Participants – Speakers of the workshop in Ireland 
 

Table 12: List of Participants of the workshop in Ireland 

 Name 
Individual or representing a 

company 
E-mail address 

1 Aidan Rooney     

2 Alan Hernon IT Sligo hernon.alan@itsligo.ie 

3 Alan Sherrard LTC AB   

4 Aleck Tong Tokn Grain tgp@eircom.net 

5 Anne Grehan Ballymore Mullingar   

6 Annette Jordan  Westmeath Co Co   

7 Arthur McDonnell Carlow County Council amcdonnell@carloww.co.co.ie 

8 Barry Caslin Teagasc   

9 Beatrix Urban   uisneach@vodafone.ie 

10 Bernadette Phelan WDC bernadettephelan@wdc.ie 

11 Bill Connell Farm Forestry Group connell.liam@gmail.com 

12 Bob Wilson CELT info@celtnet.org 

13 Brendan Lynch Filtrex Ltd bren@filtrex.ie 

14 Brian Beck North tipperary Co Co brianbeck@northtippcoco.ie 

15 Brian garvey Athlone IT bgarvey@ait.ie 

16 Cara Augustonborg UCD cara.augustonborg@ucd.ie 

17 Caroline Townsend Carlow Co Council   

18 Cathal P Belton Renewable Energy Student cathalbelton@gmail.com 

19 Charles Hickson IFA chashick@eircom.net 
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20 Charles Shier Bord Na Mona charles.shier@bnm.ie 

21 Ciaran Jordan Westmeath County Council cjordan@westmeathcoco.ie 

22 Ciaran Mannion Satnav E.L.C satnavelc@gmail.com 

23 Claudia Marl   jmarl@eircom.net 

24 Colin Bolger ORS c.bolger@ors.ie 

25 Colm Arthur Westmeath Co. Co.  colm.arthur@westmeathcoco.ie 

26 Damien Collins ORS d.collins@ors.ie 

27 Dan Grehan WCDC   

28 Daniel Ryan     

29 Dave Raftis Environmetal Pillar daveraftis@gmail.com 

30 Declan Crowley     

31 Declan Kennedy Biotricity declan@biotricity.com 

32 
Deirdre Kelly 

Dept of Community Equality + 

Gaeltecht 
dekelly@pobail.ie 

33 
Denis Glennon 

Board of Longford Community 

resources 
denisglennon@eircom.net 

34 Dermot Leavy WCD leavydermot@gmail.com 

35 Dermot Tighe     

36 Des O'Toole Coillte   

37 Eamonn Gavin Engineer eamonn.gavin@gmail.com 

38 Eddie Forde DAFF eddie.forde@agriculture.gov.ie 

39 Edward Byrne Butler & Byrne Architecture butlerbyrnearc@gmail.com 

40 Emer O'Siochru EOS Future Design emer@eosfuturedesign.ie 

41 Fred Murray Next Gen Heat info@nextgenheat.ie 
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42 Geraldine 

O'Sullivan 
IFA   

43 Gerard Doyle TSA gerdoylester@gmail.com 

44 Gerard Langan Agent gerhlan@eircom 

45 Gerr Devlin Grower   

46 Gerry Henigan     

47 Howard Preston Rosc Community Forum info@rocforum.ie 

48 Ian McGuinness     

49 Jim Dudley Imperative energy ltd jim.dudley@imperativeenergy.com 

50 Jim Gavigan     

51 Jim Townsend Carlow Co Council   

52 Joahim Robertson LTC AB (Sweden)   

53 Joe Hynds IT Sligo hynds.joe@itsligo.ie 

54 
Joe Potter 

Westmeath Community 

Devlopment 
jpotter@westcd.ie 

55 John Deegan     

56 John Keely Advantage Consultancy jkeely@iol.ie 

57 John McGrath MMKDA johnmcg@mmkda.com  

58 John O'Halloran Bord Na Mona john.ohalloran@bnm.ie 

59 John Pendes Carlow County Council   

60 Juergen Marl   jmarl@eircom.net 

61 Keith Garry Glanpower LTD keith@glanpower.com 

62 Kenneth Goodwin Enviroco management Ltd kgoodwin@enviroco.ie 

63 Kenneth Worrell Worrell Woodchips kenneth@worrellharvesting.ie 
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64 Leo Flanagan     

65 Liam Gavin   gavinliam@hotmail.com 

66 Liam Kelly Teagasc   

67 Liz Gavigan     

68 Martin Cahill   cahillhollydell@eircom.net 

69 Mary Walsh LCRL mwalsh@lcrl.ie 

70 Matt Shortt North tipperary Co Co mshortt@northtippcoco.ie 

71 Michael Bell Tipperary Energy Agency mbell@tea.ie 

72 Michael Nevin Longford LEB mnevin@lonfordleb.ie 

73 Michael O'Brien Rural Devleopment clandmick@gmail.com 

74 Michael Papapetrou WIP Munich pmp@wip-munich.de 

75 Nick Barwise Dept of agriculture and Food nick.barwise@agriculture.gov.ie 

76 Noel Gavigan Irish Bioenergy Association noelgavigan@irbea.org 

77 Noreen Finnegan DCEGA nfinnegan@pobail.ie 

78 Owen Cooney Farmer owenpcooney@gmail.com 

79 Owenroe Lemar EOS Sustainable Systems owenroe@futuredesign.ie 

80 
Paddy  Boyhan 

UFA (Crookedwood Co. 

Westmeath) 
  

81 Paddy Donnelly Balrath, Slanemore   

82 Padraig Lennon Lennon and Daly   

83 Pat Coyle Farmer coyla.pat@gmail.com 

84 Pat Donohue     

85 Patsy Daly RIDC pat@ridc.ie 
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86 Paul Kilmartin RIDC   

87 Paul O'Connell Filtrex Ltd paul@filtrex.ie 

88 Paul O'Reilly ORS poreilly@ors.ie 

89 Paul Owens     

90 Peter Deavy   peterdeavy@hotmail.com 

91 Peter Downes     

92 PJ Fitzpatrick Coillte pjfitzpatrick@coillte.ie 

93 PJ Nolan Resolutions pjmnolan@gmail.com 

94 Robert Ogle IFA / Westmeath Forestry Group arogle@eircom.net 

95 Sean Black Grower blacksean5@gmail.com 

96 Sean McCaffrey   smccaffrey@fastmail.fm 

97 Shane Pearson   shanepearson02@yahoo.co.uk 

98 SJ Fallon Private Architect sjfallon@eircom.net 

99 Thomas Flanagan     

100 Thomas Flynn Thomas Flynn and Sons Ltd   

101 Thomas McKeon   ebmckeon@eircom.net 

102 Tom Daly Lennon and Daly   

103 Tom Knitter SEAI tom.knitter@ieio.ie 

104 Una Doris Meath Partnership una.doris@meathpartnership.ie 

105 Vicky Heslop     

106 Vincent Nally WCDC   

107 Walt Hendy N4 Skip Hire   

108 William Walsh     
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109 Willie Moran     

110 David Hopkins  BESRaC   

111 Patrick Daly  BESRaC   

112 Tony Mc Cormac  WCD   

113 Caroline Moran   WCD   

 

Table 13: List of Speakers of the workshop in Ireland 

 

Name 

Individual or 

representing a 

company 

Subject of speech E-mail address 

1 Joe Potter CEO WCD 
Welcome and 
Introduction 

jpotter@westcd.ie 

2 Patrick Daly BIOREGIONS 
An introduction to the 
BIOREGIONS Project 

pd@patrickdaly.net 

3 Noel Gavigan 
Irish Bioenergy 
Association 

Bioenergy in Ireland 
noelgavigan@irbea.org 

4 Barry Caslin Teagasc 
Bioenergy opportunities 
from Forestry and 
Farming 

Barry.Caslin@teagasc.ie 

5 Vicky Heaslop Methanogen Ltd 

Bioenergy opportunities 
from Biodegradable 
Waste    
Using Anaerobic 
Digestion 

methanogen@eircom.net 

6 Ian Mc Guinness 
Roganstown Hotel 
and Country Club 

Case Study   The Hotel 
Users Perspective 

ianmcg@roganstown.com 

7 Geraldine O Sullivan 
IFA Alternative 
Land Use 

Power Demands 
geraldineosullivan@ifa.ie 

8 Alan Sherrard 
LTC Sweden 
BIOGREGIONS 

The Swedish 
Experience 
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Annex 4.2: Photos from the workshop in Ireland 
 

  
Figure 4.1 & 4.2 Morning Session Presentations 

  
Figure 4.3 & 4.4 Afternoon Session Group Discussions 

  
Figure 4.5 Guest speaker Geraldine O’Sullivan Figure 4.6 Guest speaker Ian Mc Guinness 
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Bioregoins workhop Ireland

% REPRESENTATION  BY COUNTY
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Figure 4.7 Guest speaker Alan Sherrard Figure 4.8 Output of the survey 
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Annex 4.3: Workshop Invitation, Programme and Press Release 
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Annex 4.4: Front Page Advert and Detailed inset in Westmeath 

Examiner and Westmeath Independent & Post Workshop Media 

Reports 
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Annex 4.5: Other - scan of the List of Participants 
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5 Workshop in Latvia 
  

5.1 Introduction 

Time and place of the workshop: 

The 1st workshop within the framework of BioRegions project took place in two municipalities of 
Limbazi region: Salacgriva and Limbazi on 19th January 2011. Organizers of the workshop 
decided to visit two municipalities from the target region in order to cover a larger number of 
interested parties. The morning event took place in Salacgriva Recreation centre, Ostas Str.3, 
from 9-12 am. The afternoon event took place in Limbazi, building of district municipality, Rigas 
Str.16, from 2-6 pm.   

Target Group: 

The target group of the workshop included organizations and individuals from Limbazi, 

Salacgriva and Aloja regions, also representatives of public organizations and tourism industry, 
producers and users of biofuel and other concerned persons. 

5.2 Implementation of the Workshop 
The invitation to the 1st Workshop of the BioRegions project in Latvia was published on the 
official websites of BioRegions project and Ekodoma. It was also sent to about 100 targeted 
stakeholders from Limbazi, Salacgriva and Aloja regions (to those included in stakeholder’s 
database and others invited directly by Limbazi and Salacgriva municipalities). Totally 34 
stakeholders registered for the workshop and 20 of them participated in the workshop. However, 
6 participants joined the workshop without a prior registration. In total, 26 stakeholders 
participated in both events (20 external stakeholders, 6 Bioregions partners). Full list of 
participants is enclosed in Annex 5.3 of this report. 

Mrs. Eija Alakangas, the representative of the BioRegions project partner VTT (Technical 
Research Centre, Finland), participated in both events. The VTT as a mentor of Latvian target 
region invited Mr. Markku Paananen from Jyväskylä University of Applied Sciences, Finland to 
give presentation on both workshops sharing experiences on development of bioenergy region 
in Central Finland in the frame of BIOCLUS project funded by the EU seventh framework 
programme for research and technological development. 

The first part of the workshop (in Salacgriva) was opened by professor Dagnija Blumberga from 
Riga Technical University, Institute of Energy Systems and Environment and Dagnis 
Straubergs, the Mayor of municipality of Salacgriva. They introduced the audience with present 
situation with renewable energy in Latvia and the importance of such issues as environmental 
protection, energy saving, the use of alternative energy sources within the framework of 
sustainable development of a region. 
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After the opening of the workshop, a presentation of the BioRegions project, its objectives, and 
planned activities in Salacgriva region was held by Ms. Ilze Dzene, BioRegions project manager 
from Ekodoma. Afterwards Professor Dagnija Blumberga gave an overview on current situation 
in energy sector in Latvia, outlining energy challenges and solutions, and green energy options. 
During the event, representatives from Finland Markku Paananen (Jyväskylä University of 
Applied Sciences) and Eija Alakangas (VVT) shared their experiences on existing bioenergy 
regions in Finland and the lessons learned from the BioRegions survey among existing 
bioenergy regions in Europe. 

Dagnis Straubergs, the Mayor of Salacgriva municipality, gave a presentation on green 
incentives of Salacgriva region, which include installation of alternative lighting in one of the 
children’s playgrounds and installation of the first sea water heat pump station in Latvia. After 
the presentations an interactive discussion lead by Ilze Dzene and Dagnija Blumberga was held 
in order to understand and identify the interested stakeholders among the participants to take 
active part in the upcoming development of the action plan within the framework of BioRegions 
project. 

The second part of the workshop (in Limbazi) was opened by Dagnija Blumberga, professor of 
Riga Technical University. After the opening of the workshop a presentation of the BioRegions 
project was held by Ilze Dzene. Afterwards professor Blumberga gave an overview on Latvian 
energy challenges and solutions but in this case focusing on the energy efficiency, because this 
is one of the main problems in Limbazi region. After that, representatives from Finland shared 
their experiences. In the last part of the workshop a discussion on a vision – “Limbazi region – a 
bioregion” – was lead by Ilze Dzene and Dagnija Blumberga. 

All participants of the workshop received printed copies of presentations and the agenda, as 
well as BioRegions project brochure and other handouts on renewable energy and energy 
efficiency provided by “Ekodoma”. 

The 1st Workshop of the BioRegions project was promoted via several media. A press release 
on upcoming events was published on National News Agency (LETA) webpage in Latvian 
language and further distributed through Limbazi and Salacgriva municipality web pages and 
regional portals (please see screenshots included in Annex 5.4 of this report). 

Representatives from regional newspapers “Salacgrīvas Novada Ziņas” and “Auseklis” 
participated in both events and articles in these newspapers are under preparation. In Limbazi 
event also representative from local TV participated and Ilze Dzene, Dagnija Blumberga and 
Eija Alakangas gave an interview about the activities of BioRegions project that will be 
implemented in Limbazi region. 

In order to see the situation in the region regarding bioenergy production and use, on the next 
day after the workshops three site visits with participation of both Finnish representatives and 
Ekodoma representative Ms. llze Dzene were organized by visiting: 

� Two district heating plants owned by “Limbazu siltums” (the largest heat energy 
producer in Limbazi region) where woodchips are used as fuel 
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� Bumpo, Ltd. – a log house manufacturer and woodchips producer 
� Heating plant in Salacgriva where a heat pump using sea water is installed (the first this 

kind of pilot/research project in Latvia). 

 

5.3 Minutes of the workshop in Latvia 
Presentations – Discussions: 

The presentations part of both events was opened by Ilze Dzene, coordinator of Bioregions 
project in Latvia. She introduced the audience with the main objectives of the BioRegions 
project, involved partners, and planned activities. Also motivation for participation in bioenergy 
networks for all interested parties was outlined. At the end of presentation the audience was 
introduced to the content of the action plan that will be developed during the project 
implementation. 
 
After introduction to Bioregions project in Salacgriva, Professor Dagnija Blumberga from Riga 
Technical University gave an overview on current situation on renewable energy challenges and 
solutions in Latvia. The importance of an active state renewable energy policy was highlighted 
as strongly necessary to maintain the implementation of renewable energy and energy 
efficiency goals set by the European Union. Professor Blumberga presented some technological 
solutions that can be used in regional energy systems and their potential including biomass, 
biogas, and heat pumps. At the end of presentation professor introduced the audience with an 
innovative heat energy generation and supply system developed in Riga Technical University, 
Institute of Energy Systems and Environment. This new technology is called compact solar 
combined system and it combines the use of solar energy and wood pellet boiler for heat supply 
in a multi-apartment house. 
 
Presentation in Limbazi held by professor Blumberga was slightly different in some aspects. It 
was mainly focused on importance of energy efficiency in household sector which is the largest 
energy consumer in Latvia. Energy efficiency was highlighted as an important issue because 
buildings in Limbazi region are generally with low energy efficiency. As the aim of the 
BioRegions project is to maintain energy supply of the target region with sustainable local 
biomass sources, energy efficiency on the demand side has to be high enough, otherwise this 
high potential energy will be spent for compensating heat losses of the buildings. At the end of 
presentation professor Blumberga gave two positive examples on energy efficiency measures in 
household sector in Latvia. 
 
Afterwards a representative from Jyväskylä University of Applied Sciences in Central Finland, 
Markku Paananen, presented his experience with another European project – BIOCLUS – for 
developing research and innovation environment in five European regions in the field of 
sustainable use of biomass resources. In his presentation Mr. Paananen included a brief review 
on energy sector in Central Finland in the past and presently, explained the development trends 
of the use of forest biomass fuels, and introduced the audience with the regional bioenergy 
strategy. 
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Mrs. Eija Alakangas from VVT Technical Research Centre of Finland gave an overview on a 
survey among existing bioenergy regions in Europe implemented in the BioRegions project. She 
introduced the audience with the purpose of the survey, the methods applied and limitations, as 
well as the main results of the questionnaire that allowed identifying the critical success factors. 
 
In case of Salacgriva, an additional presentation was held by Dagnis Straubergs – the Mayor of 
Salacgriva municipality. He presented the green incentives of Salacgriva municipality (“Green 
declaration”) and explained the vision of city council about sustainable development of 
Salacgriva region. Mr. Straubergs expressed a strong willingness to continue the initiated 
direction towards Salacgriva being a “green” region. 
 
After the presentations some questions and discussions were raised. Questions addressed for 
professor Blumberga were about specific renewable energy technologies and problems related 
to renovation of buildings. Markku Paananen was asked, if all energy resources for power plants 
in Central Finland are obtained from local sources or are they partly imported. A discussion was 
held at the end of each event in order to identify the stakeholders that are ready to be actively 
involved in the preparation of the action plan.   
 
Outcomes: 

Participants of the workshop in Salacgriva showed an interest in taking part in the development 
process of the action plan. They were willing to participate in workgroups. It has been agreed 
that it is necessary first to identify and describe the existing situation about the energy 
consumption in the region because currently it is dissipated over various institutions. Afterwards 
specific tasks can be defined. 
 
Participants of the workshop in Limbazi first were asking for additional clarification on the main 
objective of the project and how the work will be organized. Representatives from SMEs 
stressed that the first initiative should come from the municipality and that communication 
between them and municipality plays an important role. Otherwise, if there is no such 
communication, good ideas coming from the side of SMEs could be later rejected by the 
municipality. Everybody agreed that it is necessary to develop a workgroup and that the “key 
player” should be the municipality. It was decided that first it is necessary to inform society 
about the vision of the project (information in the home page of municipality) so that all 
interested parties could participate in the phase of development of the action plan. 
Consequently, the first task would be the publication of the action plan template in the web page 
of Limbazi municipality. The second task would be collection of information about the existing 
situation in the energy sector in Limbazi region.   
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5.4 Agenda of the workshop in Latvia 

When: 

Wednesday 19th of January 2011 from 8:30 to 12:00 (Salacgriva) and from 13:30 to 18:00 
(Limbazi) 

Where: 

1) T Salacgriva, recreation centre, Ostas Str.3, Latvia 
2) Limbazi, building of district municipality, Rigas Str.16, Latvia 

Contact persons: 

Ilze Dzene, project manager 
Ekodoma, Ltd.,  
Noliktavas Str.3-3,  
Riga,  
Latvia 

Ilze@ekodoma.lv    
 

Table 14 : Agenda of the workshop in Latvia 

Date: Wednesday, 19th of January 2010, Salacgriva 

Time Content Responsible 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration, morning coffee 

09:00 – 09:10 Workshop Opening  

D.Blumberga (Riga 
Technical University), 
D.Straubergs (Municipality 
of Salacgriva) 

09:10 – 09:25 Introduction to BioRegions project and Planned Activities 
in Salacgriva Region 

I.Dzene (Ekodoma) 

09:25 – 09:45 
Energy Challenges and Solutions. Green Energy Options  

D.Blumberga (Riga 
Technical University) 

09:45 – 10:10 Bio-region in Finland M.Paananen (JAMK) 

10:10 – 11:25 “Green initiatives” of Salacgriva municipality D.Straubergs (Municipality 
of Salacgriva) 

11:25 – 10:40 Coffee break 

10:40 – 11:00 Bio-regions in Europe. The benefits of participation in bio-
regions network E.Alakangas (VTT) 
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11:00 – 11:30 Discussion on a vision “Salacgriva region as a bio-region” 
I.Dzene, D.Blumberga 
(Riga Technical University) 

11:30 – 12:00 Workshop summary and closing I.Dzene (Ekodoma) 

Date: Wednesday, 19th of January 2010, Limbazi 

Time Content Responsible 

13:30 – 14:00 Registration, afternoon coffee 

14:00 – 14:10 
Introduction to BioRegions project and Planned Activities 
in Limbazi Region 

I.Dzene (Ekodoma) 

14:10 – 14:25 Energy challenges and solutions. Energy efficiency D.Blumberga (Riga 
Technical University) 

14:25 – 14:50 Bio-region in Finland M.Paananen (JAMK) 

14:50 – 15:15 Coffee break 

15:15 – 16:00 
Bio-regions in Europe. The benefits of participation in bio-
regions network E.Alakangas (VTT) 

16:00 – 16:30 
Discussion about a vision “Limbazi region as a bio-
region” 

I.Dzene (Ekodoma), 
D.Blumberga (Riga 
Technical University) 

16:30 – 17:00 Workshop summary and closing I.Dzene (Ekodoma) 

17:00 – 18:00 Informal discussions ALL 
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Annex 5.1: Participants – Speakers of the workshop in Latvia 
 

Table 15: List of Participants of the workshop in Latvia 

 Name 
Individual or representing 

a company 
E-mail address 

Workshop in Salacgriva 

1 Eija Alakangas 
VTT Technology Research 
Centre of Finland eija.alakangas@vtt.fi 

2 Aiga Barisa Ekodoma, Ltd. aiga@ekodoma.lv 

3 Dagnija Blumberga Riga Tehnical University dagnija.blumberga@rtu.lv 

4 Ilze Dzene Ekodoma, Ltd. ilze@ekodoma.lv 

5 Dzintra Eizenberga Municipality of Salacgriva dzintra.eizenberga@salacgriva.lv 

6 Vineta Krūze University of Latvia vinetakruze@inbox.lv 

7 Markku Paananen JAMK university of applied 
sciences 

markku.paananen@jamk.fi 

8 Gintārs Rubenis 
North Vidzeme Bioshere 
Reserve 

gintars.rubenis@daba.gov.lv 

9 Dagnis Straubergs Chairman of municipality of 
Salacgriva 

dagnis.straubergs@salacgriva.lv 

10 Ilga Tiesnese Municipality of Salacgriva ilga.tiesnese@salacgriva.lv 

11 Juris Zālītis  
Tourism information centre 
of Salacgriva municipality 

saltic.juris@salacgriva.lv 

12 Diāna Krogzeme Krogzeme, Ltd. diana@krogzeme.lv 

13 Mārtiņš Pelšs Farm “Veldzes” martinsp@ekodoma.lv 

14 Tomass Lemberts Director of Salacas 
Terminals, Ltd. tomass@salacas-terminals.lv 

15 Guntis Kārkliņš Municipality of Salacgriva guntis.karklins@salacgriva.lv 

Workshop in Limbazi 

16 Eija Alakangas VTT Technology Research 
Centre of Finland 

eija.alakangas@vtt.fi 

17 Aiga Barisa Ekodoma, Ltd. aiga@ekodoma.lv 

18 Agris Bērziņš Lietaskoki, Ltd. lietaskoki@tvnet.lv 

19 Dagnija Blumberga Riga Tehnical University dagnija.blumberga@rtu.lv 

20 Ilze Dzene Ekodoma, Ltd. ilze@ekodoma.lv 

21 Ģirts Ieleja Municipality of Limbazi girts.ieleja@limbazi.lv 

22 Andrejs Krogzems Krogzeme, Ltd. - 
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23 Viesturs Krūzenbergs Bumpo, Ltd. - 

24 Spīdola Lielmane Foundation “Limbazu fonds” spidola.lielmane@gmail.com 

25 Markku Paananen 
JAMK university of applied 
sciences 

markku.paananen@jamk.fi 

26 Jānis Remess  IK Rem - 

27 Anna Siliņa Municipality of Limbazi anna.silina@limbazi.lv 

28 Mārtiņš Ritums Treimanis Municipality of Limbazi jaundzelves@inbox.lv 

29 Agris Lācis Individual agrisl@lvdats.lv 

30 Līga Liepiņa Limbazi regional newspaper 
“Auseklis” 

liga@auseklis.lv 

31 Valters Mardoks Limbazu siltums, Ltd. - 

 

Table 16: List of Speakers of the workshop in Latvia 

 

Name 

Individual or 

representing a 

company 

Subject of speech E-mail address 

1 
Ilze Dzene Ekodoma, Ltd. 

General 
information about 
BioRegions project 

ilze@ekodoma.lv 

2 
Dagnija Blumberga 

Riga Technical 
University 

Renewable energy 
policy, potential 
and technologies in 
Latvia; energy 
efficiency 

dagnija.blumberga@rtu.lv 

3 
Eija Alakangas 

VTT Technical 
Research Centre 
of Finland 

Report on 
Bioregions best 
practice survey in 
Europe  

eija.alakangas@vtt.fi 

4 
Markku Paananen 

JAMK university of 
applied sciences 

An example on a 
bioregion in Central 
Finland 

markku.paananen@jamk.fi 

5 
Dagnis Sraubergs 

Chairman of 
municipality of 
Salacgriva 

Green initiatives in 
Salacgriva 
municipality 

dagnis.straubergs@salacgriva.lv 
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Annex 5.2: Photos from the workshop in Latvia 
 

  
Figure 5.1 Salacgriva Mayor opening the 
workshop  

Figure 5.2 Professor Dagnija Blumberga giving 
presentation in Salacgriva workshop 

  
Figure 5.3 Participants of Salacgriva workshop Figure 5.4 Participants of Salacgriva workshop 

during the coffee break 

  
Figure 5.5 Professor Dagnija Blumberga 
opening the workshop in Limbazi 

Figure 5.6 Participants of Limbazi workshop 
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Figure 5.7 Ilze Dzene giving an interview for the 
Limbazi regional television 

Figure 5.8 Handout materials 

  
Figure 5.9 Eija Alakangas and Markku 
Paananen visiting Limbazi district heating 
plants  

Figure 5.10 Executive director and technical 
engineer of Salacgriva municipality next to the 
sea water heat pumps in municipal heating 
plant 

  
Figure 5.11 & 5.12 Visiting family owned log house and woodchips production plant Bumpo, Ltd. 
in the rural territory of Limbazi 
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Annex 5.3: Press releases in Latvia 
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Annex 5.4: Media reports in Latvia 
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Annex 5.5: Original list of participants of the Opening workshop of the 

BioRegions project in Salacgriva and Limbazi 
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