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Introduction: Setting the Scene 

 
The organisation of promotional workshops in regions not covered by the scope of the project 
constitutes an integral tool in successfully fulfilling Task 5.4 “engaging new regions”. Having 
previously co-organized a “bioregions workshop” in Rome, ELARD decided to host its second 
event in a more rural setting thus reaching out to a more targeted audience of stakeholders. 
Being aware of the biomass potential of the County of Nograd (Hungary), whose forests cover 
41% of its territory, as well as of the growing interest in renewable energy by the local 
stakeholders, politicians and the population of the region, the choice for the location of the 2nd 
workshop was not a hard one to make. 
 
ELARD made use of its vast network of Local Action Groups (LAGs) and with the valuable help 
of LAG Cserhatalja began to work towards the preparation of the workshop. The first step was 
to identify local partners who would be interested in helping with the organisation and promotion 
of the event either actively or by simply endorsing it. Given the mismanagement of the vast 
forest areas in Nograd County, the perceived positive effects that renewable energy can have 
for the local economy and the attractive theme of the workshop, ELARD’s and Cserhatalja’s call 
for partners was successful.  The organisation of the bioregions workshop was either endorsed 
or supported by the following bodies: the Kozard Self Government (Municipality), EurAgro (the 
most successful agricultural development consultancy in the region), LAG Bukk-Tersegi, the 
non for profit environmental organisation Sokoro Naturzona and last but not least the Hungarian 
National Rural Network.  
 
Having completed the first and most important step, namely securing visibility and local support, 
ELARD finalized the outline of the workshop whose overall design aimed at raising awareness 
with regards to the benefits of renewable energy for rural areas (specifically biomass), while 
simultaneously promoting the project’s results and raising local interest potentially leading to the 
emulation of the project. 
 
 

 

The workshop: “The Bioregions Project & renewable opportunities for 

rural Hungary” 

 
The 2nd bioregions workshop organized by ELARD took place on Friday the 22nd of March 2013 

in Kozard – Hungary. The title of the event was: “The Bioregions project & renewable energy 

opportunities for rural Hungary”. The workshop was held in the community theatre building of 

the village of Kozard. During the registration process the guests were asked to sign the 

workshop’s presence sheet and were handed the project’s leaflet (66 copies in total) as well as 

a short questionnaire through which they had the opportunity to express their interest in the 

project and in its emulation in their own area. A total of 66 questionnaires were distributed to the 

participants out of which 18 were returned at the end of the workshop. All respondents 

answered positively both to the question concerning their interest in the bioregions project and 
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the one asking if they would be interested in starting a bioregion in their own area.  

 

The workshop kicked off with the Mayor of Kozard, Mrs. Hajasne Banos Marta who took the 

floor to welcome the participants and to express her delight at the fact that such workshop was 

taking place in her Municipality. She went on to inform the participants that the Municipality of 

Kozard over the past couple of years has become very interested in renewable energy and that 

it is in their plans to engage more actively in relevant projects.  

 

The floor was then given to Mr. Stefanos Loukopoulos - ELARD, who gave a general overview 

of the bioregions project, outlined the benefits that bioenergy can bring to rural areas and played 

the project’s promotional video. Mr. Thanos Balafoutis from the Agricultural University of Athens 

focused his presentation on the results reached in the project’s target region of Sredna Gora 

and provided the audience with a step by step guide on how to prepare a bioregion action plan.  

 

Following a coffee break, during which the participants of the workshop had a chance to ask 

further questions and information on the project, the floor was given to Dr. Pal Hajas form LAG 

Cserhatalja who gave a brief presentation on the renewable energy projects carried out in his 

region. The second part of the day was in fact dedicated to promoting the concept of renewable 

energy and to showcasing various relevant projects and initiatives. The presentations given 

during this session where the following: “Biogas and rural income generation”, “Integrated 

energy development EGME cluster planning and energy innovation in Nograd county”, “Solar 

Energy Experiences in Central Europe” and “Decentralized Energy Generation & Storage”.  

 

Finally, the workshop was concluded with a networking lunch followed by an exhibition of 

different wood chipping machinery. 

 

 

 

Bioregions presentations  

 
ELARD along with its Bioregions partner from the Agricultural University of Athens gave two 

presentations titled “Presenting the Bioregions project & the positive aspects of bioenergy for 

rural areas” and “The Bioregions project & its activities in Bulgaria: towards the establishment of 

bioregions in Sredna Gora” (please see  Annex 1 & 2).  

 

Mr. Loukopoulos gave a 20 minute presentation aiming at introducing the project to the 

participants of the workshop and raising awareness towards the potential benefits of bioenergy. 

In doing so he began his presentation by outlining the basic characteristics of biomass and 

bioenergy. He then went on to provide the audience with some facts concerning the use of 

bioenergy in the EU and in particular in rural areas, while outlining the added value of its use 

both in the short and the long term. Mr. Loukopoulos touched upon the positive impacts of 

bioenergy for rural communities by explaining how it can generate new investment and provide 
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market and employment opportunities whilst improving infrastructure and of course health and 

livelihoods.  

As for the second part of his presentation, Mr. Loukopoulos focused on presenting the 

Bioregions project in detail, focusing on its general aspects such as: the main goals and 

objectives, its background, the partner consortium, the main steps implemented during the 

project’s lifetime and the expected results, most of which have already been achieved. At the 

end of his speech, Mr. Loukopoulos played for the audience the promotional video of the 

bioregions project and encouraged them to visit the website to access more detailed information 

and the project’s completed deliverables. 

 

Following Mr. Loukopoulos’ presentation, the floor was given to Mr. Balafoutis from the 

Agricultural University of Athens, one of the Bioregions partner and mentor of the “Sredna Gora” 

region in Bulgaria. Mr. Balafoutis’ presentation lasted about 30 minutes and it provided a step by 

step guide on how to go about developing a regional Bioenergy Action Plan by focusing on the 

case study of “Sredna Gora” - Bulgaria, which became a Bioregion due to the adoption of the 

Bioenergy Action Plan prepared during the course of the project.  

 

In particular Mr. Balafoutis gave some general definitions to the audience on what is and how to 

create a bioregion; then he continued his explanation on how to adopt and implement a 

Bioregion Action Plan through the case of Sredna Gora region. He described the importance to 

refer to the European and National contexts from a legislative point of view before adopting a 

Bioregion Action Plan; he also defined the methodology adopted and data to be taken into 

account for the development of an action plan. He presented the general characteristics of the 

Sredna Gora region, its current energy situation, the existing bioenergy market and its potential; 

he focused also on the biomass supply chain process and the importance of the analysis and 

involvement of all stakeholders in the selected area. He gave some suggestions of concrete 

actions to be taken such as: the organisation of information campaigns/visits of best practice 

within the region, training, support/guidance for feasibility studies, development of a 

logistics/trading centre, providing guidelines to streamline permission process, cooperatives 

formation of forest owners or farmers, plan for large scale co-firing in power and district heating 

plants, use of existing local resources like energy agencies, taking into account competition with 

other sectors for the same resource (food, wood etc.). Mr. Balafoutis also presented all the 

criteria for the impact, assessment, monitoring and evaluation actions and he concluded with 

some final outcomes for the general audience, and specifically that:  

 

a) The Bioregions Action Plans in all 5 selected regions have been officially adopted by 

the authorities; 

b) Many key stakeholders have been engaged in their implementation;  

c) It is expected that this will result to various benefits for the regions in terms of 

economic, social and environmental aspects;  

d) The Bioregions experience can be helpful to pave the way for making the switch in 

other regions. 
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Both presentations were followed with great interest by the audience of the workshop something 

which became apparent by the numerous questions the two Bioregions speakers were posed 

during the coffee break.  

 

 

 

The workshop’s audience & media outreach 

 
The audience was composed of 66 participants (see Annex 4) that were contacted trough e-

mailing, phone calls, the Bioregions website, Euragro, Cserhatalja and Kozard’s Municipality 

communications tools and ELARD’s website and social media pages. The audience was mainly 

made up of representatives of municipalities, LEADER Local Action Groups (LAGs) from the 

area of Nograd as well as from neighbouring regions, LAGs from Slovakia, one from Poland and 

Portugal. Additionally present were representatives of private companies, NGOs active in 

renewable energies and consultants of the sector. The presence of the press was quite 

impressive as the workshop was covered by HIRTV (National News – section for agriculture and 

rural development), Kistermelok Lapja (small holders monthly), Nograd Provincial Daily and 

MNVH (the Hungarian National Rural Network’s news section). Following the completion of the 

workshop, Mr. Loukopoulos and Mr. Hajas from LAG Cserhatalja (co-organizer) were 

interviewed by HIRTV. 

 

 

Figure 1 & 2: View from the audience of the Bioregions Workshop in Kozard 
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Annex 1: Presenting the Bioregions project – Mr. Stefanos 

Loukopoulos, ELARD. 
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Annex 2: How to prepare an action plan for a future Bioregion – Mr. 

Thanos Balafoutis, Agricultural University of Athens. 
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Annex 3: Bioregions workshop agenda 
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Annex 4: Presence Sheet 
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Annex 5: Bioregions questionnaire in Kozard 
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Annex 6: Pictures from the workshop 

 
The Mayor of Kozard, Mrs.Hajasne Banos Marta & Dr Pal Hajas from LAG Cserhatalja opening the workshop. 

 
Mr.Thanos Balafoutis (AUA – Bioregions) giving his presentation. 
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Mr. Loukopoulos (ELARD-Bioregions) giving his presentation. 

 

Mr. Loukopoulos playing the project’s promotional video to the workshop’s audience. 
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Networking coffee break. 



 

Regional Networks for the development of a Sustainable Market for Bioenergy in Europe 

 

 53 

 

Mr. Balafoutis during the wood chipping machinery exhibition. 

 

Wood chipping in action! 
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Participants of the workshop at the exhibition site. 

 

Mr. Balafoutis & Loukopoulos holding the bioregions’ promotional poster 
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Annex 7: Workshop’s promotional poster 

 


