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Introduction 
In spring 2013 two national workshops were organized in Latvia. Introductory workshop was 

organised in Vilkene parish in Limbazi region on the 20th of February, 2013. Afterwards the 

National workshop was organized in Riga on 20th of March, 2013. The sole purpose for both 

workshops was to engage new regions and encourage them to follow the example of Limbaži 

region. 

1. Introductory workshop in Vilkene, Limbazi, 20 Fe bruary 2013 

1.1. Information about the workshop 

Introductory workshop (study tour and discussion) was organized in Vilkene parish in Limbazi 

region. The main focus was on various parts of energy system – energy generation, 

transmission and use. The following sites were visited during the study tour: 

• Administration building of the municipality with a local heating system based on the fire 

wood; 

• Another public building where heat is supplied from the previously mentioned local 

heating system; 

• Elementary school with the sports hall and local heating system (a case study described 

in the BioRegions project); 

• Two multi-apartment residential buildings with individual heating stoves in each flat 

• Kindergarten and library building. 

The head of the parish administration Ilmars Dzenis accompanied participants and also 

provided necessary information about attended sites. After the study tour a round table 

discussion was organised and study tour participants with representatives of Limbazi 

municipality discussed the main problems that they have identified. Following problems in 

administration and public building were identified: 

• Lack of heat metering devices in local heating systems making impossible accounting 

and monitoring of heat use; 

• There is a building owned by the local government and currently is rented to local 

residents and commercial services providers, however, neither local  government, nor 

the residents and companies renting this building are interested in implementing energy 

efficiency measures; 

• Limbaži municipal council is not well informed about the energy situation in parishes. 

Discussions were concluded by professor Dagnija Blumberga who indicated several possible 

solutions for identified problems, for example by proposing to sell the problematic local 

government owned building, to install heat metering devices, and to start working on designing 

and implementation of energy management system in the Limbazi region that would allow the 
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muncipal council to have good overview on the activities that are implemented in local 

parishes. 

The National workshop to further discuss existing problems and proposed solutions for Vilkene 

village and other typical villages and parishes in Latvia was organised a month later – on 20 

March 2013 in Riga. 

1.2. Photos from the study visit and discussion in Limbaži region 
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1.3. Participants 

List of participants of the workshop and study visit in Vilkene, Limbazi region, Latvia 

Nr. Name Individual or representing a company E-mail address 

1 Ilmārs Dzenis Administration of parish Vilkene ilmars.dzenis@limbazi.lv  

2 Guna-Kalniņa Priede Vidzeme Planning Region guna.kp@vidzeme.lv  

3 Ieva Kalniņa Vidzeme Planning Region ieva.kalnina@vidzeme.lv  

4 Līga Liepniece European Union Projects Agency, Ltd. liga@espa.lv  

5 Gatis Teteris Vidzeme Planning Region gatis.teteris@vidzeme.lv  

6 Raimonds Strelčs Valmieras siltums, Ltd. xr@tvnet.lv  

7 Agris Blumers Municipality of Limbazi agrisblumers@gmail.com  

8 Ģirts Ieleja Municipality of Limbazi girts.ieleja@limbazi.lv  

9 Gints Rožkalns Municipality of Limbazi gints_rozkalns@inbox.lv  

10 Ilze Bergmane Ekodoma, Ltd. ilze.bergmane@ekodoma.lv  

11 Kristaps Kašs Ekodoma, Ltd. kristaps@ekodoma.lv  

12 Dagnija Blumberga Riga Technical University dagnija.blumberga@rtu.lv  

 

2. National workshop in Riga, 20 March 2013 
The workshop in Riga was organised as a follow-up after the introductory workshop (study visit) 

in Vilkene. Besides study visit participants, representatives from other rural municipalities in 

Latvia were invited in order to benefit from BioRegions activities and encourage them to follow 

example of Limbazi region. 

During the first part of the workshop the BioRegions project was presented and existing energy 

situation in rural communities in Latvia was discussed. Professor Dagnija Blumberga pointed 

out several problems that rural villages and parishes are facing. Easy to apply problem 

identification tools were introduced to participants, for example, monitoring of the energy 

consumption in the building depending on the outdoor temperature. As potential solution for 

existing energy related problems professor Blumberga mentioned studies on alternative 

scenarios for development of existing building stock (renovating, demolishing or “do nothing” 

scenario). Her presentation and discussions mostly referred to the situation in Vilkene village, 

however there are similar problems in other municipalities of Latvia. The following other issues 

were stressed and discussed during the presentation: 

• Good practice examples, acknowledging the building of the shed for storing the 

firewood for the local heating system in Vilkene; 

• Future development scenarios for the group of 9 multi-apartment residential buildings 

in Vilkene; 

• Non existing energy management practices in parishes and local municipalities; 

• The need of energy planning, including development and implementation of Bioenergy 

Action Plan or Sustainable Energy Action Plan. 



7 
 

Study visit participants contributed by commenting on some issues that they have noticed and 

where they see improvements. Other participants also actively took part in the discussion 

about problems in parishes by giving various examples from their municipalities. 

In the second part of the workshop a representative from the Ministry of Economics of Latvia – 

Ms Ilze Oša was invited to share information about the upcoming grants and financing 

possibilities for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in rural communities. 

At the beginning of the National workshop all participants received an evaluation sheet and 

were requested to fulfil it during the event. In the evaluation sheet participants were asked 

about their interest in the “Bioenergy Action Plan for Limbazi Region in Latvia 2012 – 2022”. 

See Section 4 for list of regions interested to learn more about BioRegions concept.  

2.1. Photos from the National Workshop in Riga, Lat via 
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2.2. Participants 

List of participants of the national BioRegions workshop in Riga, Latvia 

Nr Name Individual or representing a company E-mail address 

1 
Līga Liepniece-
Liepiņa 

European Union Projects Agency, Ltd. liga@espa.lv  

2 Raimonds Streļčs Valmieras siltums, Ltd. xr@tvnet.lv  

3 Andris Lielvalodis Madonas Siltums, Ltd. andris181@inbox.lv  

4 Jānis Čudars Jurmalas Siltums, Ltd. janis.cudars@jurmalassiltums.lv  

5 Gatis Teteris Vidzeme Planning Region gatis.teteris@vidzeme.lv  

6 Ieva Kalniņa Vidzeme Planning Region ieva.kalnina@vidzeme.lv  

7 
Guna Kalniņa - 
Priede 

Vidzeme Planning Region guna.kp@vidzeme.lv  

8 Andris Petrovics Administration of parish Aizpute andris@aizputespagasts.lv  

9 Guntis Kalniņš Municipality of Vecumnieki guntis.kalnins@vecumnieki.lv  

10 Andrejs Piekalns Administration of parish Arona arona@madona.lv  

11 Inese Jornina Embassy of Germany wi-100@riga.diplo.de  

12 Ingus Berkulis Municipality of Aluksne ingus.berkulis@aluksne.lv  

13 Vladimirs Ivanovs Municipality of Preili vladimirs.ivanovs@preili.lv  

14 Aina Poikāne Municipality of Ludza   

15 Modris Baumanis Municipality of Priekule modris.baumanis@priekulesnovads.lv  

16 
Vladimirs 
Kalandārovs 

"Social service" of the municipality of 
Cesis 

vladimirs.kalandarovs@dome.cesis.lv  

17 Jānis Troška Municipality of Rezekne janis.troska@rdc.lv  

18 Arnis Puķe 
Municipality Agency "Carnikavas 
komunalserviss" 

arnis.puke@carnikava.lv  

19 Uldis Graudiņš Lauku Avize, JSC uldis.graudins@la.lv  

20 Māra Steķe Municipality of Krimulda mara.steke@krimulda.lv  

21 Agrita Lūse Latvijas Buvnieciba, journal agrita.luse@gmail.com  

22 Jānis Lukss Latvijas Vestnesis, newspaper janis.lukss@inbox.lv  

23 Valentīna Fedulova Municipality of Balvi valentina.fedulova@balvi.lv  

24 Laima Levanoviča Municipality of Marupe laima.levanovica@marupe.lv  

25 Aleksandrs Lange Municipality of Kuldiga ina.firsova@kuldiga.lv  

26 Līga Roga Municipality of Nica liga.roga@nica.lv  

27 Aldis Čirkšis Administration of parish Otanki liga.roga@nica.lv  

28 Rita Ābelīte Municipality of Nica liga.roga@nica.lv  

29 Artis Mūrmanis Administration of parish Kalsnava artis.murmanis@madona.lv  

30 Andris Rutko Municipality of Krustpils andris.rutko@inbox.lv  

31 Vilnis Krauze Municipality of Ventspils  - 

32 Inārs Bērtulsons Municipality of Ventspils inars.bertulsons@ventspilsnd.lv  

33 Dagnija Blumberga Riga Technical University dagnija.blumberga@rtu.lv 

34 Ilze Oša Ministry of Economics ilze.osa@em.gov.lv  

35 Ilze Bergmane Ekodoma, Ltd. ilze.bergmane@ekodoma.lv  

36 Kristaps Kašs Ekodoma, Ltd. kristaps@ekodoma.lv  
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3. Evaluation of the event 
For evaluation of the event, each of the participants received an evaluation sheet and was 

requested to fulfil it during the event. In total 25 partly or fully fulfilled evaluation sheets were 

received and analysed. The results of the evaluation are described further in the text. 

Most of participants have heard about this event through e-mail or personal invitation. Some of 

them read about the event in internet.  

 

Reasons for the participation in the event are various (more than one answer was possible). 

Starting from interest in practical solutions for energy issues in parishes and ending with the 

interest about apartment and municipal buildings in parishes, interest on legislation related to 

energy efficiency in buildings and interest about existing problems in parishes. Also some of 

participants had general interest about buildings in parishes or had more than one reason for 

participating. 

 

Most of the participants were satisfied with the content of the event. They mentioned that the 

content of the event met their expectations because the discussed issue is of interest for them 

or the event complied with the agenda. Also participants liked that the information was very 

detailed and various examples and solutions were given.  

Internet
8%

Recieved 
information in 

my e-mail
84%

Personal 
invitation

8%

I learned about this event trough:

7

16

13

10

18

12

0

5

10

15

20

Respondents Reasons for the participation are: General interest about buildings in 
parishes
Interest about apartment buildings 
in parishes
Interest about municipal buildings 
in parishes
Interest about existing problems in 
parishes
Interest about possible solutions

Interest on legislation related to 
energy efficiency in buildings
Other
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In spite of satisfaction from the majority of participants, some of them were not pleased with 

the content of the event. Reasons for this were: 

• More specific and detailed technical information was expected, 

• Different content of the event was expected, 

• A printout of the presentation of the first lecturer was not given in advance. 

Participants of the event were asked to indicate the main problems in parishes. Here more than 

one answer was possible to this question. Most participants indicated that lack of knowledge is 

the main problem. Other problems are lack of energy strategy, energy management or heat 

supply system and problems in housing stock, also legislation and problems with ownership in 

buildings and lack of employment and emigration of population from parishes is indicated. 

 

Few participants also expressed an interest to learn about other topics such as: 

• legislative framework concerning building and ownership sector, 

• solutions for existing problems, 

• various technical aspects, 

• energy audit for private buildings, and 

• positive and negative examples in Latvia and Baltic states concerning energy issues in 
local municipalities. 

48%

12%

12%

12%

16%

The content of the event met my expectations because:

No answer

Met expectations

Very actual topic

Content was very well prepared according 
to agenda

Information was detailed enough, various 
examples and solutions were given

5

9

4

5 5

3

0

2

4

6

8

10
Respondents Which, in your opinion, are main problems in parishes?

No answer

Lack of knowledge and capacity

Legislation and problems with 
ownership
Lack of energy strategy, energy 
management or heat supply system
Problems in housing stock

Lack of employment and emigration of 
population from parishes
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The event was evaluated by marks from 1 to 5, meaning: 

• 5 – excellent, 

• 4 – good, 

• 3 – satisfactory, 

• 2 – adequate, and 

• 1 – inadequate. 

Positions “room facilities” and “organization of the event” have been evaluated as more than 

good. Overall evaluation of the event and content of the event was evaluated as almost good. 

Only the quality of provided material has been evaluated with a lower average mark 

(satisfactory). As reason for this some participants mentioned the lack of printed presentation 

materials from the first speaker. 

 

Largest part of participants (75%) evaluated the length of the event as appropriate.  

 

84% of the participants indicated that they would like to learn more about the Limbazi region 

experience in developing and implementing BioRegions “Bioenergy Action Plan for Limbazi 

region in Latvia 2012-2020”. Even more participants (89%) were willing to receive an electronic 

version of the Action plan. After the event action plan was sent to all participants who have 

expressed an interest of receiving the electronic copy of it and have provided their contact 

information. Information about the Bioregions project was sent to all participants who wanted 

3.68

4.16

3.44

4.36

3.88

0 1 2 3 4 5

content of the event

organisation of the event

quality of provided material

room facilities

overall evaluation of the event

Evaluation of the event by marks:

too long
8%

appropriate
75%

should be 3-4 
hours
17%

The length of the event was:
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to learn more about experience of Limbazi region. Also contact details of Ilze Dzene (project 

manager in Latvia) were sent if anyone would wish to find out even more about Limbazi region 

experience. 

 

Almost everyone (95%) expressed an interest to receive information on similar events in their 

e-mail. Representatives from municipalities were a major part of participants. Also employees 

from district heating companies and representatives of municipal and other organisations 

participated. 

Few participants also gave recommendations: 

• organizers or lecturers are advised to visit Latgale region (less developed area of Latvia), 

• more events and workshops addressing the discussed topics would be welcome,  

• If possible, workshops should be organised in regions so it is easier to participate for 
local stakeholders, 

• These kind of events would be useful for policy makers, 

• Trainings for energy managers (specifically working for rural areas) should be organized. 

Also good luck and further success were wished to organizers. 

  

Yes
84%

No
16%

Would you like to learn more about 

the Limbaži region experience in 

developing and implementing 

"Bioenergy Action Plan for Limbaži 

Region in Latvia 2012 – 2022"?

Yes
89%

No
11%

Would you like to receive an 

electronic version of "Bioenergy 

Action Plan for Limbaži Region in 

Latvia 2012 – 2022" in your e-

mail?
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4. List of regions interested to learn more about t he BioRegions 
concept 

Nr Interested region Participant name 
Individual or representing a 

company 

1 Aluksne region Ingus Berkulis Municipality of Aluksne 

2 Preili region Vladimirs Ivanovs Municipality of Preili 

3 Ludza region Aina Poikāne Municipality of Ludza 

4 Priekule region Modris Baumanis Municipality of Priekule 

5 Krimulda region Māra Steķe Municipality of Krimulda 

6 Balvi region Valentīna Fedulova Municipality of Balvi 

7 Nica region Līga Roga Municipality of Nica 

8 Ventspils region Vilnis Krauze Municipality of Ventspils 

9 Ventspils region Inārs Bērtulsons Municipality of Ventspils 

10 Carnikava region Arnis Puķe 
Municipality Agency "Carnikavas 
komunalserviss" 

11 Cesis region Vladimirs Kalandārovs 
"Social service" of the municipality of 
Cesis 

12 Parish Kalsnava (Madona region) Artis Mūrmanis Administration of parish Kalsnava 

13 Parish Arona (Madona region) Andrejs Piekalns Administration of parish Arona 

14 Vidzeme Planning Region Guna Kalniņa - Priede Vidzeme Planning Region 

15 Parish Aizpute (Aizpute region) Andris Petrovics Administration of parish Aizpute 

16 Valmiera region Raimonds Streļčs Valmieras siltums, Ltd. 

17 Madona region Andris Lielvalodis Madonas Siltums, Ltd. 

 

Legend: green – regions that has showed their interest, yellow – Vidzeme Planning Region 
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Annex I: Invitation with Agenda 
Invitation to the National workshop (please, see below) was published on the Internet web 

page of the Ekodoma and sent by e-mail to all municipalities in Latvia. Application for the event 

was organized electronically by submitting on the web page. Invitation to the event was 

published on March, at least two weeks before the event. 

 
Date: 20th of February 2013 

Place: Viļķene and Limbaži, Limbaži region 

Time Content Responsible 

10:00-12:30 Site visit in Vilkene Dagnija Blumberga 

12:30-12:55 Trip to Limbazi   

12:55-13:40 Launch in Limbazi   

13:00-15:00 Discussion of the site visit Dagnija Blumberga 
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Date: 20th of March 2013 

Place: Riga 

Time Content Responsible 

10:00-11:45 The current situation in parishes and possible solutions (part 1) Dagnija Blumberga 

11:45-12:00 Coffee break   

12:00-13:30 The current situation in parishes and possible solutions (part 2) Dagnija Blumberga 

13:30-13:45 Coffee break   

13:45-15:00 Issues and possibilities in the sector of energy efficiency in 
buildings 

Ilze Oša 
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Annex II: List of participants 
Introductory workshop in Viļķene, Limbaži, 20 February 2013 

 

National workshop in Riga, 20 March 2013 
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Annex III: Dissemination and feedback 
Information about the National workshop was published in the Ekodoma web page. 

 

Ekodoma, ltd. 

http://www.ekodoma.lv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=76 

Also feedback about the National workshop was received from the journalists.  
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Latvijas Avize 

http://m.la.lv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=376655%3Apagastos-vajag-

energoprvaldnieku&Itemid=105 
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 Annex IV: Expressions of Interest (enclosed) 
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Annex V: Conference presentations (enclosed) 
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����������������	
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���������
���������
����
�
���
���
�
������������
��������
������	
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��� !"!"#$%&' ()& (*+,%$-./0�(+,+*1%+2+&3/$/3-3+4(5�� 143/,-6�,�/7 89:;<=> ?@ABCDE FGFHIBFJFCKLMLK@KFN OPPEINKLG@QPGPRPERSRSTMBCDERSTMBAPU@NU@A@N7 89:;VWXYZ[>\PERSRSTMBCDEU@AERSTMBCDETOPQGLFCL7 ]̂_[̀â[bcdea>fghijkgkJLGPGQElmkgnopqmgkinrnimgiqjqpqmgo MFLR@ omstilrinimgluoRPERSRSTMBCDE vCEFGFHIBFJFCKLMLK@KFNOPPEINKLG@QPGPLw7 xyzV{=y|}|}9:;y~:<y�:<�V>�lki�igtlui7 �<�V�=9��}V =V�9}9�=>\PERSRSTMBCDE U@AE RSTMBCDETOPQGLFCL�U@AETOPQGLFCL�CBBOFHPKTML��LFRHT�PN������ui�lqkilkgi�i�lj�okJLGPGNvAEUE� �����	
���������
���������
����
�
���
���
�
������������
��������
������	
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