
 

 

 

Regional Networks for the development of a Sustainable Market for 

Bioenergy in Europe 

 

 

Bioregions Press Book 
          Deliverable 5.3 

 

 



 

Regional Networks for the development of a Sustainable Market for Bioenergy in Europe 

 

2 
 

Acknowledgements 

 

This report has been produced as part of the project BioRegions. The logos of the 

partners cooperating in this project are shown below and more information about them 

and the project is available on www.bioregions.eu 

 

 

 

The work for this report has been performed by ELARD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sole responsibility for the content of this report lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the EACI nor the European Commission are responsible for any use that may be 
made of the information contained therein. 

http://www.bioregions.eu/


 

Regional Networks for the development of a Sustainable Market for Bioenergy in Europe 

 

3 
 

 

 

Table of Contents  

 

   

Introduction…………………………………………………………………..……………………………....4    

1. Mass Media.………………………………………………………..……………………………...5  

2. On-line…………………………………………………….……………………………………......6 

3. International events......................................................................................................10 

4. Dissemination events organized by the project..................................................................12 

5. Project website...................................................................................................................13 

 

Annex..........................................................................................................................................15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Regional Networks for the development of a Sustainable Market for Bioenergy in Europe 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

 

This report provides an overview of the main dissemination activities of the Bioregions project. The 
awareness raising and information dissemination has overall been very successful due to the 
communication strategy implemented and the dedication of all partners involved. All consortium 
members have made full use of their networks and every opportunity they had to communicate to the 
main target groups and the general public about the project and its results. 
 
The role of ELARD, a European umbrella association of Local Action Groups (LAGs), in this respect was 
instrumental, as it provided the project with a solid communication platform with a reach of more than 
800 rural areas around the EU and pre-accession countries.  
 
During the lifetime of the project, detailed records have been kept of every dissemination activity 
including online and newspaper articles, mentions in newsletters and websites, radio/tv interviews, 
leaflet distribution and project presentation in relevant conferences and workshops.  The primary 
measure of the effectiveness of the dissemination activities is the number of visits to the project website 
that has exceeded our target. Overall, the project has managed to create an increased awareness about 
bioenergy and its benefits for rural areas which has in turn led to an increased interest in the emulation 
of the project in different regions. 
 
The present document provides a comprehensive summary of the communication activities throughout 
the lifetime of the project; these have been grouped under four main categories: Mass Media, Online 
Presence, Participation to Events and of course Project Website.  
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1. Mass Media 
 

During the lifetime of the project, the consortium partners have given a considerable amount of 

interviews to radio stations, TV channels as well as newspapers and specialized magazines. Moreover, 

the project has been mentioned in articles and reports of various media outlets. This section provides a 

detailed country by country summary of the bioregions project’s media presence, the links to the actual 

articles and interviews including newspaper clippings are provided in the Annex of this report. 

Country/ Partner 

Organisation 

Newspaper Radio TV 

Bulgaria/EAP Two articles in regional 

newspapers “Stroitelstvo 

Gradat” and “Maritsa”. 

 Four interviews about the 

bioregions project on local TV 

station. 

Czech Republic/EAZK One article in regional 

newspaper “Moderni Obec”. 

Two interviews on regional 

radio stations. 

 

ELARD Coverage of Bioregions 

Workshop in Hungary by: 

Kistermelok Lapja (small 

holders monthly), Nograd 

Provincial Daily and MNVH 

(the Hungarian National 

Rural Network’s news 

section). 

 Interview in national network 

HIRTV during the Bioregions 

workshop in Hungary. 

France/CDC Trieves Five articles and interviews 

published in the local 

newspaper “Daube”. 

Two radio interviews on local 

radio station “Radio RMA”. 

 

Ireland/WestCD Four newspaper articles and 

three advertisements on 

“Westmeath Examiner” and 

“Athlone Advertiser”. Two 

articles in the e-zines “Irish 

Examiner” and 

“Independent”. One article 

on “Bioenergy International”. 

Three radio interviews on 

regional radio stations. 

 

Latvia/EKODOMA Four newspaper articles 

published in regional 

newspaper “Limbazu Novada 

Zinas” 

 Coverage of Bioregions 

workshop in Limbazi plus 

interview by local network 

“TV Limbazi”. 
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2. Online Presence 
 

The Bioregions project was promoted also via on‐line tools. The information provided in our partner’s 
newsletters, press releases and in our website was further distributed to several on‐line publications, 
news agencies and on the websites of other projects and organisations. Moreover the visibility of the 
project gained significantly from the use of social media tools, in fact a Facebook and LinkedIn account 
were created. Another important tool in boosting the project’s online presence was the willingness of 
some of ELARD’s members to add a web link and the logo of Bioregions on their website and on 
occasion replicate news relevant to the project.  Finally it is important to mention that since there is no 
actual way to monitor all possible mentions of the project throughout the web, the figures presented in 
this section of the report could be much higher.  
 
E-Newsletters: 
 
A total of eleven e-newsletters mentioning and promoting the project were created and distributed by 
various organisations either affiliated or unaffiliated with the project.  Out of these, eight were 
produced by ELARD (212 subscribers outside ELARD’s network) while “MixBioPells”, the Municipality of 
Trieves and the Rural Development Network of the Republic of Macedonia produced one each (see 
annex).  
 
Online Articles & Press releases:  
 
The bioregions project was widely publicized in a variety of web pages, e-zines and online news sites.  A 
total of 61 online appearances were recorded. Below a table listing all project appearances in affiliated 
websites is provided. 
 
Country/Partner 
Organisation 

Number & Type of online 
presence 

Links 

Bulgaria/ EAP 3 e-zine articles and 2 in 
online news sites. 

See Annex  

Czech 
Republic/EAZK 

8 appearances.  Five e-zine 
articles and 3 mentions in 
other websites. 

See Annex 

ELARD 4 articles and 3 news 
pieces/announcements on 
ELARD’s website. 

http://www.elard.eu/search/results/en_GB?search%5Bq%5D=BIOREGI
ONS 

Germany/BAT 1 article on BAT’s website 
and 1 on online magazine 
(see annex) 

http://www.bioenergie-region-achental.de/news-article/article/die-
bioenergie-region-achental-in-rom/ 

Ireland/WestCD 2 articles on online news 
sites (see annex) and 3 
mentions on West CD 
website. 

http://www.westcd.ie/index.php?searchword=bioregions&ordering=&s
earchphrase=all&Itemid=1&option=com_search 
  

Latvia/EKODOMA 20 press releases published 
in news websites and ezines 
as well as EKODOMA’s 
website 

(See Annex)  

 

http://www.elard.eu/search/results/en_GB?search%5Bq%5D=BIOREGIONS
http://www.elard.eu/search/results/en_GB?search%5Bq%5D=BIOREGIONS
http://www.bioenergie-region-achental.de/news-article/article/die-bioenergie-region-achental-in-rom/
http://www.bioenergie-region-achental.de/news-article/article/die-bioenergie-region-achental-in-rom/
http://www.westcd.ie/index.php?searchword=bioregions&ordering=&searchphrase=all&Itemid=1&option=com_search
http://www.westcd.ie/index.php?searchword=bioregions&ordering=&searchphrase=all&Itemid=1&option=com_search
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Below a table listing all recorded online mentions of the project in non affiliated websites, e-zines and 
news sites.  
 
Name  Type Link 

Irish Rural 
Link 

National 
Network of 
Rural 
Communities  

http://www.irishrurallink.ie/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=432&Itemid=38 

Bioenergy 
international  

e-zine See Annex 

Renewable 
Energy 
Database 

RE website http://www.re-database.com/index.php/res-projects?sid=274&site=7 

GCB 
Bioenergy  

Citation on 
scientific 
journal 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1757-1707.2012.01170.x/pdf 
 

Alpine 
Convention 

Association http://www.alpconv.org/en/climateportal/projects/otherprojects/default.html 

Bio Klub e-zine http://www.bioklub.cz/bio-aktuality/projekt-bioregions-podpori-vznik-mistnich-trhu-s-
biomasou/ 

Nordic Energy 
Solutions 

RE website http://www.nordicenergysolutions.org/inspirational/swedens-bio-

region/?searchterm=Bioregions* 

 

Research 
Management 
Energy and 
Water 

RE 
Consultancy  

http://www.research-management.eu/en/projects 

REDR Spanish Rural 
Development 
Network 

http://www.redr.es/es/cargarAplicacionNoticia.do?identificador=23936 

Green 
Innovation 
Network 

Project 
website 

http://giftnetworkproject.eu/?event=bioregioinis-final-workshop-no-3-promoting-

bioenergy-regions 

Lithuanian 
Rural 
Communities 
Union 

Rural 
Association 

http://www.lkbs.lt/index.php?1901139532 

 
 
Social Media: 
 
The use of social media is nowadays a must for all successful communications strategies, for this reason 
the project made use of tools such as Facebook, LinkedIn, Youtube and Vimeo. The project’s Facebook 
page gathered a total of 62 “likes”, while its group on LinkedIn 32 “members”. As for YouTube, where 
the project’s promotional video has been posted, up to the 30th of April 2013 it gathered a total of 600 
views. Finally, the video uploaded on Vimeo reached a total of 136 views.   Additionally the three social 
media tools brought a total of 272 visitors to the project’s website. 
The aforementioned pages were regularly updated with news from the website as well as pictures from 
various workshops and events. Overall they had a satisfactory impact upon the project’s visibility and 
contributed significantly to the popularity of the website. 

http://www.irishrurallink.ie/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=432&Itemid=38
http://www.re-database.com/index.php/res-projects?sid=274&site=7
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1757-1707.2012.01170.x/pdf
http://www.alpconv.org/en/climateportal/projects/otherprojects/default.html
http://www.bioklub.cz/bio-aktuality/projekt-bioregions-podpori-vznik-mistnich-trhu-s-biomasou/
http://www.bioklub.cz/bio-aktuality/projekt-bioregions-podpori-vznik-mistnich-trhu-s-biomasou/
http://www.nordicenergysolutions.org/inspirational/swedens-bio-region/?searchterm=Bioregions*
http://www.nordicenergysolutions.org/inspirational/swedens-bio-region/?searchterm=Bioregions*
http://www.research-management.eu/en/projects
http://www.redr.es/es/cargarAplicacionNoticia.do?identificador=23936
http://giftnetworkproject.eu/?event=bioregioinis-final-workshop-no-3-promoting-bioenergy-regions
http://giftnetworkproject.eu/?event=bioregioinis-final-workshop-no-3-promoting-bioenergy-regions
http://www.lkbs.lt/index.php?1901139532
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Web links: 
 
The following 13 members of ELARD provided in their websites a link to the bioregions project: 
 
Country/Organisation Link 

Spain – REDR  http://www.redr.es/es/cargarAplicacionNoticia.do?identificador=23936 

 

Czech LEADER Network  http://www.nsmascr.cz/ 

Village Action Association 
- Finland 

http://www.kylatoiminta.fi/fi/syty/linkit 

 

Lithuanian Rural 
Communities Union 

http://www.lkbs.lt/index.php?1901139532 

Rural Development 
Network – Republic of 
Macedonia 

http://ruralnet.mk/ 

Minhaterra - Portugal http://www.minhaterra.pt/spip.php?article425 

 

Rural Development 
Network – Northern 
Ireland 

http://www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/LINKS    

Slovenian LEADER 
Network 

http://www.drustvo-podezelje.si/sl/povezave 
 

Joutsenten Reitti LAG - 
Finland 

http://joutsentenreitti.fi/ 

Estonian LEADER Network http://mtupartnerid.eu/lingid 

Folkungaland LAG – 
Sweden 

http://www.folkungaland.se/Default.aspx?module=8&content=2&fwsite=1&lang=SV&nid=153 

Rural Development 
Network - Croatia 

http://hmrr.hr/pages/english/home.html 

IRD Duhallow LAG – 
Ireland 

http://irdduhallow.com/useful-links 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.redr.es/es/cargarAplicacionNoticia.do?identificador=23936
http://www.nsmascr.cz/
http://www.kylatoiminta.fi/fi/syty/linkit
http://www.lkbs.lt/index.php?1901139532
http://ruralnet.mk/
http://www.minhaterra.pt/spip.php?article425
http://www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/LINKS
http://www.drustvo-podezelje.si/sl/povezave
http://joutsentenreitti.fi/hankerekisteri-2/hankerekisteri/ellivuoren-kehitys-ja-matkailu-ryellivuoren-alueen-liikunta-ja-leikkipaikkojen-rakentaminen/
http://mtupartnerid.eu/lingid
http://www.folkungaland.se/Default.aspx?module=8&content=2&fwsite=1&lang=SV&nid=153
http://hmrr.hr/pages/english/home.html
http://irdduhallow.com/useful-links
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3. International Events 
 

The Bioregions project was represented in 21 relevant international events across 10 different EU 
countries. The list provided here gives an overview of these events, their dates and the name of the 
partner present there. In all occasions leaflets of the project were distributed while in some the project 
was also presented. 
 
 

Name Date Location Partner 
Participating 

Leaflet Presentation 

18th European 
Biomass 

Conference 
and Exhibition 

3 – 7 May 2010 Lyon (FR) WIP x  

ELARD 2nd 
Council 
Meeting 

18 May 2010 Brussels (BE) ELARD x x 

World 
Bioenergy and 

Elmia 
Recycling to 

Energy 

25-27 May 
2010 

Jönköping (SE) LTC x  

Forest 
Bioenergy 

2012 
conference 

31 August – 4 

September 
2010 

Tampere and 
Jämsä (FI) 

VTT x  

9th 
International 
Conference 

ENEF 2010 – 
Development 

of Energy 
Services an 

Effective Use 
of Renewable 

Energy 
Sources 

12-14 October 
2010 

Banska 
Bystrica (SK) 

EAZK x x 

Elmia 
Agricultural 

Fair 

20-23 October 
2010 

Lantbruk (SE) LTC x  

ABEA 
National 

Conference 

25-26 
November 

2010 

Plovdiv (BG) EAP x x 

ELARD 4th 

General 
26 November 

2010 
Brussels (BE) ELARD  x 
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Assembly 
Meeting 

Agromek in 
Herning 

1-2 December 
2010 

Herning (DE) BAT x  

Wood Energy 
Seminar 

31 January – 4 
February 2011 

Koli (FI) VTT x  

IEE Info Day 18 January 
2011 

Brussels (BE) WIP  x 

Irish 
Bioenergy 

Association  
National 

Conference 
Portlaoise 

17 February 
2011 

Portlaoise (IE) WestCD x  

Bioenergie 
Regionen 
meeting 

18 February 
2011 

Munich (DE) BAT  x 

19th 
European 
Biomass 

Conference 
and Exhibition 

6-10 June 2011 Berlin (DE) WIP x x 

LEADER 
Event 2012: 

Local 
Development 
Strategies and 
Cooperation 

27-28 April 
2012 

Brussels (BE) ELARD x  

OKRA 
Agricultural 

Fair 

4-7 July 2012 Loimaa (FI) ELARD x  

Marseille 
LEADER 

Gathering 

25-26 
September 

2012 

Marseille (FR) ELARD x  

Biogaz Europe 
Conference 

20-22 March 
2013 

Nantes (FR) CDC Trieves x x 

CRES 
Workshop on 

Production 
Management 

and 
Distribution of 

Biomass 

11-12 April 
2013 

Karditsa (GR) ELARD, AUA  x 

Innovation 
and territorial 
management 

of biodiversity 

16 April 2013 Paris (FR) CDC Trieves x x 
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Concerence 

LEADER 
Event 2013: 

Building 
Bridges for 
the Future 

17-18 April 
2013 

Brussels (BE) ELARD x  

 
 

4. Dissemination events organized by the project 
 

In the course of the project’s lifetime, the partners organized a total of 9 national workshops in 7 

different countries. The purpose of these workshops was to further promote the project and its results 

and in most cases to also engage new regions. The table below lists the aforementioned events 

organized by the project partners.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the national workshops, during the preparation of the Regional Bio-energy Action Plans  

the target regions partners of the bioregions project organized a number of working group meetings 

with stakeholders in their regions. All workshops were held between February 2011 and February 2012. 

An overview table is provided below.  

 

Date Location Partner 
Participating 

Leaflet Presentation 

7 March 2010 Mullingar, Co 
Westmeath 

(IE) 

WCD, WIP x x 

22 March 
2013 

Kozard, 
County of 

Nograd (HU) 

ELARD, AUA x x 

21-23 March 
2013 

Zlin (CZ) EAZK x x 

19 February 
2013 

Hostetin (CZ) EAZK x x 

19 December 
2012 

Rome (IT) ELARD, AUA x x 

7 March 2013 Mullingar (IE) WestCD x x 

20 March 
2013 

Nantes (FR) CDC x x 

27 September 
2012 

Plovdiv (BG) EAP x x 

20 March 
2013 

Riga (LV) Ekodoma x x 
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Bulgaria Target region – Sredna Gora 

Location Date Target group No. of participants 

Karlovo -  

 

25/01/2011 municipal 

administration, forest 

administration, 

Municipal Council 

representatives 

25 

Ihtiman 20.04.2011 Municipal 

administration, 

municipal, state forest 

administration 

9 

Hisarya 27/05/2011 Stakeholders  32 

Rogosh 30/05/2011 Ahira pellets producer 

 

4 

Plovdiv 13.06.2012 Municipal enterprise 

Parks and gardens 

5 

Plovdiv 24.06.2011 Forest Administration 3 

Plovdiv 30.06.2011 Municipal enterprise 

Parks and gardens 

6 

Plovdiv 19.07.2011 Forest administration 

Plovdiv  

3 

Sredna Gora region 

 

Hisarya 

Brezovo 

Karlovo 

27-28.07.2011, LBC 

applicability, visit, BAT 

 

 

 

Stakeholders meeting  

Stakeholders meeting 

Meeting with deputy 

mayor 

32+17+5 = 54 

Haskovo  13.10.2011 Erato with stakholders 

of Brezovo 

5 
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Sredna Gora region 

 

25.10.2011 

Sustainability criteria 

visit to Sredna Gora 

Region. VTT 

National Forest 

Administration, 

Municipality of Hisarya  

5 

5 

Chiflik, Municipality of 

Troyan 

 

24.11.2011 Forest and biomass 

management seminar – 

Presentation of 

Biomass Logistic Center 

as a tool for fuel change 

35 

Municipality of 

Strelcha 

 

5.12.2011 Deputy-mayor 4 

Municipality of Hisarya 

 

6.12.2011 Mayor, Deputy-mayor 4 

Municipality of 

Panagurishte 

 

8.12.2011 

12.12.2011 

Mayor,  

Deputy-mayor 

6 

Municipality of Ihtiman 

 

14.12.2011 Mayor, deputy-mayor 3 

Municipality of 

Brezovo 

10.01.2012 Mayor, deputy-mayor 6 
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Czech Republic Target region – Slavičín and Brumov-Bylnice 

Location Date Target group No. of participants 

Brumov-Bylnice 14/06/2011  Representatives from 9 

municipalities, district heating system 

(DHS) operators, journalist, biomass 

supplier and experts (EAZK, ENVIROS). 

20 

Zlin 12/08/2011  Representatives of 4 municipalities, 

biomass supplier and EAZK. 

9 

Slavičín 06/09/2011  Representatives of municipalities, 

bio-energy producers, technology 

provider, DHS operators and experts 

(EAZK, ENVIROS). 

21 

Slavičín 14/09/2011  Representative of commercial 

organisations, forest 

owners/managers, logging companies 

and EAZK. 

18 

 

France Target region – Trièves 

Location Date Target group No. of participants 

Tenerrdis, 

Grenoble 

April 2011 SAT, forest communes  8 

SAT, Clelles 21st June 2011 Director of SAT, Mayors and delegates 

of Trièves’ municipalities and 

communities of communes. 

± 20 

Saint 

Guillaume 

27th June 2011 Director, President and vice-president of 

the community of communes of 

Monestier de Clermont, mayors and 

delegates from all 12 communities, 

Bettina Maeck (SAT, specially invited for 

the presentation of the project) 

± 20 

Clelles 1st July 2011  13 
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Tenerrdis, 

Grenoble 

21st October 2011 Participants best practise visit Sweden 5 

St Michel-les-

Portes 

25th November 

2011 

 8 

 

Ireland Target region – County Westmeath 

Location Date Organisations No. of participants 

Mullingar Westmeath 11th January 2012 Western Development 

Commission 

2 

Mullingar Westmeath 3rd June 2011 Irish Bioenergy Association 2 

Mullingar Westmeath 17th August 2011 Mullingar Chamber of 

Commerce 

2 

Mullingar Westmeath 17th August 2011 Mullingar Credit Union 2 

Tel Interview  17th August 2011 Bord Failte (Tourism) 2 

Tel Interview 18th August 2011 UCIT  2 

Tel Interview 18th August 2011 ISME 2 

Athlone Westmeath 19th August 2011 Athlone Chamber of 

Commerce 

2 

Athlone Westmeath 19th August 2011 Athlone Credit Union 2 

Mullingar Westmeath 30th August 2011 Irish Farmers Assoc 3 

Mullingar Westmeath 2nd Sept 2011 Teagasc 3 

Portlaoise Offaly 

Presentation  

8th September 2011    Midlands Energy Agency 3 

Mullingar Westmeath 

Presentation  

16th September 2011   Midlands County Councils 

Energy Committee  / 

Midlands Energy Agency 

8 
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Moate Westmeath 

Workshop 

15th October 2011   Regional and Local 

Stakeholders 

30 

Mullingar Westmeath 7th November 2011 WCD Energy Sub 

Committee 

5 

Mullingar Westmeath 

Survey 

08th November 2011    Biomass Supplier Survey 27 

Mullingar Westmeath 

Survey  

14th November 2011    Finance Sector - Bank 

Survey 

7 

Tullamore Westmeath 

Presentation 

13th February 2012    Midlands Regional 

Authority 

3 

 

Latvia Target region – Limbaži and Salacgrīva 

Location Date Target group No. of participants 

Limbaži 19/04/2011 Stakeholders 4 

Limbaži 31/05/2011 Stakeholders 4 

Limbaži 21/06/2011 Stakeholders 3 

Limbaži Round table discussion, 

21/07/2011 

Local biomass suppliers 

and producers, district 

heating company, 

administrative sector 

12 

Limbaži Project presentation in 

Limbaži city council, 

21/07/2011 

Deputies of City Council 17 

Limbaži Sustainability criteria 

visit, 22/08/2011 

Stakeholders 7 

Limbaži BTC applicability visit, 

6/09/2011 

 8 
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Limbaži 26/03/2012 Stakeholders 6 

Salacgrīva 19/04/2011 Stakeholders 3 

Salacgrīva 31/05/2011 Stakeholders 3 

Salacgrīva 21/06/2011 Stakeholders 4 

Salacgrīva Project presentation in 

Salacgriva city council, 

20/07/2011 

Deputies of City Council 17 

Salacgrīva Sustainability criteria 

visit, 23/08/2011 

Stakeholders 5 
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5. Project Website 
 

The project’s website has received a total of 12,260 visits from 114 countries over a period of three 

years (August 2010 – April 2013).   Therefore the goal set at the beginning of the project has been 

surpassed by 260 visits. The average time a visitor spent on the website is about 2 minutes, which given 

the structure of the webpage and the fact that most material in it is downloadable is a positive indicator.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sources of traffic also indicate the good results of the dissemination work. While the number of 
people who landed on the project website through search engines is high (5,243 – 42, 8%) most of the 
project visitors (7,015 – 57%) either directly typed the Bioregions website address or clicked on a link in 
a relevant article or partner website. In other words these 7,015 people were reached directly through 
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the project dissemination activities, either from the links provided on the websites of the project 
partners and ELARD’s members, the direct e‐mailing, the leaflets distributed and the articles published. 
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
    
It is also worth mentioning that the majority of the visitors landing on the project’s website through 
search engines did not enter the site by chance. In fact, as the table below suggests most of the 
keywords used in their searches were directly related to the bioregions project and its activities. 
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6. Annex 
 

 News paper clippings & articles 
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